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years on those claims, resulting in two treaties of 


‘int occupancy, the last of which contained a pro- | 


vision for its annulment at the option of either 
party, by giving one year’s notice of its intention 
todo it. The question now before the committee 
was, Shall the United States give this notice? And 
shall it be given by act of Congress? | The minor- 
ity of the committee on Foreign Affairs denied the 


right of Congress, and asserted that the power to | 


give this notice, and thereby annul that treaty, be- 
jonged either to the Executive alone, or to the 
treaty-making power, es of the President 
and the Senate. It seemed to him that nothing 


could be more clear than that this power was a | 


jower to be exercised by the Legislature. A trea- 


ty, by the Constitution, was declared to be the su- | 


preme law of the land. That the power to annul 
atreaty, ora law, was not given in express terms 
by the Constitution, would readily be admitted ; 
and that the power of annulling a law does not be- 
long to the Executive, would seem clear enough 
from the fact that the Executive is the power to 
execute, and not the power to make or to annul 
a law. 

He knew that Gen. Hamilton once claimed that 
the President possessed this power; but all who 
were familiar with the discussion of that question, 
he believed, were satisfied that that position was a 
wrong one. Neither was this a power belonging 
to the treaty-making power, viz: the President and 
Senate. The question was not whether the con- 
vention of 1827 should be annulled by a new 
treaty; in this case it would be a question for the 
treaty-making power to decide; but whether it 
should be annulled by giving the notice provided 


for by the treaty itself. That the giving this no-— 


tice did not belong to the treaty-making power, 
was clear, from the fact that it was neither the 
making a treaty, nor anything incidental to a 
treaty. A treaty was in the nature of a contract; 


it must be assented to by the parties entering into | 


it. But was the annulment of this convention, by 
giving this notice, a treaty? Who were the par- 
ties whose consent was necessary to it? Might 
not either party, without the consent of the other, 
rive it? Was, then, the giving the notice a treaty? 
Vas it an incident to a treaty? So far from it, it 
was for the annulment of a treaty; not for the ma- 
king any new treaty. This power did not then be- 
long to the treaty-making power, and that it did 
not belong to the judiciary, it needed no argument 


toshow. To what department, then, did it be- | 
long? To the only other department of the Gov- | 


ernment—the legislative. 


But not only because there was no other depart- | 


ment of the Government in which it could vest, 
but because the right to exercise this power was 


plainly included in express grants to Congress, did | 


this power belong to Congress. 


Mr. T. referred to the respective clauses of the | 
Constitution granting to Congress the power to | 
4 = . 

‘ provide for the common defence and general wel- | 


fare of the United States,” * to regulate commerce 
with foreign nations and among the several States, 


and with the Indian tribes,” and ‘to declare war,”? | 


as being each sufficiently broad to include this 
power—the first, in case of its being necessary for 
U 


subjects; the second, inasmuch as the occupation 
of our ters.ory by British subjects interfered with 
our commercial regulations, and our trade with the 


Indians; and the third, inasmuch as, in order to put 
this country in a state of preparation for war, it 


Was necessary to annul this treaty. The error, as 
he conceived, into which the minority of the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations had fallen, was, in 
Supposing there was no such thing as a concurrent 


Jurisdiction between the different departments of 


is Government. 


But, in defence of the position, that the giving 
-wS notice is within the power of Congress, an 


i controversion of the grounds taken by the mi- | 


hority of the Conimittee on Foreign Affairs, Mr. 


.* proceeded to refer to the precedents of the ac- | 


tion of Con 


- gress in the annulment of our treat 
with France y 


18 





the “common defence” to rid the territory of the | 
nited States of a foreign jurisdiction and foreign | 
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some quarters, that the United States were bound 
to become the ally of France in her contest with 
Great Britain, and that a treaty, too, containing no 
provision authorizing the United States to annul it 
at pleasure; in the recognition by the Government, 
through the action of Congress, of the independ- 
ence of Mexico, Texas, .and other independent 
Governments, carved ont of the territories of other 
Powers, which Powers still claimed dominion over 
them—thus affecting our treaty relations with the 
Powers thus claiming; in the acts of Congress ad- 
mitting the products of foreign nations into this 
country on terms affecting treaties settling the 
terms on which foreign products shall be admitted 
into the United States,—these, and others which 
| he might add, all being cases in which acts of Con- 
cress affected treaties made by the United States 
with foreign Powers. He assumed, then, that there 
could really be no doubt of the power of Congress 
to annul this convention by giving the required no- 
tice, and certainly gentlemen who contended that 
the President of the United States alone had the 
| power to annul a solemn treaty—the supreme law 
of the land—ought to maintain it by most power- 
ful arguments, and not to leave the matter, as had 
| been done by the minority of the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, onthe ground of a mere declara- 
tion. 

Mr. T. next proceeded to give his views on the 
proposition of amendment of the gentleman from 
Alabama, (Mr. Hitiiarp,] to authorize the Presi- 
dent of the United States to give the notice to ter- 
minate this treaty whenever, in his discretion, he 
might see fit. He (Mr. T.) need not say to those 
who knew him that he had quite as much confi- 
dence in the President of the United States as any 

| gentleman on this floor. ‘hat the President of the 
United States would give this notice, should the 
amendment of the gentleman from Alabama be 
adopted, and promptly give it, he did not believe 
| there could be the slightest doubt. He did not 
believe that any one, who looked at the recom- 
mendations of the President, or who knew the man, 
could hesitate for an instant in coming to this con- 
|elusion He went further, and said if there was 
no other way of giving this notice to Great Britain 
—if the notice could pass this House in no other 
| mode than that proposed by the gentleman from 
Alabama, he (Mr. T.) should vote for that propo- 
sition; but he should most profoundly regret the 
alternative of having either to see the notice de- 
| feated altogether, or having to see itadopted in the 
form proposed by the gentleman from Alabama. 
What was that proposition? It was a proposition 
| to vestin the President of the United States the 
power to annul one of the most solemn laws of the 
land at his own discretion. ‘That was the propo- 
sition; and yet gentlemen who had occupied the 
|| attention of the committee day after day in asvert- 
ing that the giving this notice would lead to war, 
were here found advocating a proposition which, 
if their views of the effect of the notice be correct, 
conferred upon the President the war-making pow- 
er. He meant nothing offensive to any one; but 
he must say that gentlemen of the opposite side, 
who were advocating the amendment, showed 
themselves exceedingly apt scholars. But a few 
months ago, many of them pofessed to be unac- 
quainted as to who Mr. Polk was. 
had been their progress, that they had not only 
found out who he was, but they had ascertained 
| that he was entitled to such confidence that they 
proposed to confer upon him what they argued 
was the war-making power. He appealed to the 
| Whig party—whose name implied that they were 


| fenders of the legislative power—whether it was 
consistent with their professed principles, instead 
of voting for giving the notice, to confer upon the 
President the war-making power of the country. 


arty which should lead them to a course like this. 
| Mr. T. further contended, inasmuch as the giving 
| the notice was properly a legislative power, that 
|| Congress ought to exercise it, and that it was un- 


| wiven. 


But so rapid | 


the opposers of the Executive power, and the de- | 
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sponsibility of it, and to throw it over upon the 
President. But vest this power in the President, 
and he must either refuse to give the notice, or he 
must give it. Everybody knew he would give it; 
and the consequence would then be, if war follow- 
ed, that the people would not be found unanimous 
In Its prosecution, but it would be said by some 
that the President had plunged the country into a 
war with Great Britain ruthlessly, rashly, and with- 
out necessity forit. But let the notice be civen by 
Congress, and this danger would be avoided in a 
creat decree, 

Mr. T. was, then, in favor of giving this notice 
by legislative act,jpositively requiring it to be 
Why should it not be given?) However 
they might differ in other respects, there was 
searcely a dissentient voice in this; no one was in 
favor of inactivity; all were in favor, as he under- 
stood, of taking such measures as would secure us 
the whole of Orecon—of raising troops, of erecting 
forts, of creatine Indian agencies, extending our 
laws over our settlers in Oregon, and encouraging 
emigration thither. All were in favor of these 


measures; but the difference of opinion was, that 


| some were in favor of them without the notice, 


and others were in favor of them in addition to 
the notice. But the notice itself, all admitted, would 
not he considered offensive to Great Britain; but 


| the offence would arise from the cireumstances in 


| less hostile without the notice ? 


which it was given. These circumstances were 
the measures recommended, and in which all econ- 
curred; and would these measures be considered 


The effect of ta- 


| kine these measures, without givine the notice, 


would be to give Great Britain plausible ground of 
complaint against us, on the ground that while we 


| pretend to the observance of treaties, both in the 
spirit as well ag in the letter, we are in the sprit, 


if not in the letter, violating this treaty, and, in 
the falsely-applied language of British journals, 
‘enacting the drama of Texas over again,’’ i.e. 
while we are professing friendship, and the ob- 


| servance of the treaty, we are peopling the country, 


with the intention of taking it when we shall be in 
a little better situation to do it. In this view of 
the case, Mr. 'T. contended that the giving of the 


| notice, in conjunction with these measures, would 


be considered far less hostile by Great Britain than 
the adoption of the same measures without the 
notice. Ifwar was to result, and he did not be- 


| lieve it would result for years, it would result not 


from giving the notice, but from the measures we 
take for the occupation of Oregon. 

Mr. 'T. passed to one or two affirmative reasons 
in favor of the notice. And first, he contended 
that it should be given, because the country is ours. 


| If we refused to give the notice to occupy a country 


that rightfully belongs to the United States, it was 
admitting that, with a population of twenty mil- 
lions, the American people were unable to defend 
American rights. 

He was also in favor of this notice, because the 
refusal to give it would carry with it the implica- 
tion that we would surrender not only a portion of 
that territory, but a larger portion than we have 
ever offered. This was the implication which would 
go abroad to England, to Europe, and to the world, 
if the Congress of the United States failed to carry 
out the recommendation of the President and give 
the notice. Gentlemen talked about negotiation; 
| but this was idle, unless we were prepared to make 

a further surrender. They said that Great Britain 
would fight before she would give up the whole of 
| Oregon. He believed she would, but he equally 
| believed that she would fight before she accepts 
the line of 49°; she was as certain to fight for the 
one as for the other. Four times had she refused 
| this line; and no British minister would, in Mr. T.’s 
judgment, now dare to offer us the 49th degree. The 


|| American Government would never offer any more 


It seemed to him that there must be a new organi- | 
zation, or rather a re-organization going on in that 


| fore he thoug 


favorable terms than we had offered; and, on the 
other hand, the British Government would not ac- 
cept our offer, nor would they offer anything which 
| we could accept. This was his belief; and there- 

he the United States should go on in 
_ reference to this territory, as though the hope of 


€, under which it was contended, in |! becoming its dignity to seek thus to evade the re- |! settling our differences by negotiation were entirely 
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274 
out of view. Had we not negotiated thirty years, 
and were we not further off from settling this 
question than when we begun? 

Another consideration which he thought should 
be sufficient to satisfy gentlemen of the policy of 
this notice, was the fact that it could not be for the 
interest of both countries to continue the jomt oc- 
cupation, unless it wat their mutual intention, in 
ithe end, to make a partition of the territory, and 
the additional fact that Great Britain considered 
it for her interest that this joint occupation should 
continue, as evidenced by the fact that the notice 
was vcr forthcoming from he r. Ls nce it could 
not be for our interest to continue the convention. 

Mr. ‘T’. next noticed and replied to the argument 
on the part of gentlemen oppose d to the notice that 
(assuming that its result would be war) we were 
not prepared for war. He scouted the idea that it 
would be necessary for us, before we ventured to 
assert our rights to Oregon, to expr nd millions and 
hundreds of millions to build up fortifications on 
the line of frontier of a country eight thousand 
miles in circumference, and in the building of ships 
of war, both of which would be out of repair 
lone before war came. The hi story of the coun- 
trv showed that our Government could never be 


brought to make large preparations for a contin- 
geney which was distant and uncertain. Let our 
rights be boldly asserted and maintained, and then 
if war should be the result, he would be as ready 
as any gentleman to vote liberal appropriauons for 
the defence of the country. 

Mr. T. concluded his remarks by a passing re- 
ply to incidental pomts which had been taken by 
gentlemen who preceded him in the debate, espe- 
cially noticing the argument in opposition to this 
measure, drawn from the alleged courtesy and 
good faith with which England had ever acted to- 
wards us, and animadverting upon the series of 
arvressions and outrages which she had committed 
upon us from the period of the revolutionary war, 
in the holding of our western coast, In violation of 
the treaty recognising our independence, in the 
impressment of six thousand American seamen, in 
the burning of the Caroline, and in other similar 
cases to which he referred. 

Mr. JAMES ‘THOMPSON obtained the floor, 
and addressed the committee at length in support 
of the joint resolution for the notice. Mr. T. ar- 
gued that Great Britain did not contemplate a war, 
and that she had taken no offence, as recent ad- 
vices had shown, at the recommendations of the 
President’s Message in regard to Oregon. He 
dwelt upon the ability of this country to sustain a 
war with Great Britain, the validity of our title to 
Oregon, and the justice of our cause. He de- 
clared that he and the State of Pennsylvania were 
for the whole of Oregon or none; and he would 
neither surrender Oregon nor the tariff to gratify 
John Bull. : 

Mr. T.’s remarks commanded the entire atten- 
tion of the committee, and were enlivened with 
flashes of wit and humor, that produced much 
merriment. 

[A full report of Mr. T.’s speech has been pre- 
pared, and will soon appear in the Appendix. ] 

Mr. T. having concluded— 

Mr. ISAAC E. HOLMES obtained the floor: 
and on his motion the committee rose and re- 
ported. ; 

Mr. STEPHENS, on leave given, presented 
certain joint resolutions of the Legislature of Geor- 
gia, against any amendment to the Constitution, 
changing (as the reporter understood) the present 
basis of the ratio of representation. 

Also, certain joint resolutions in relation to the 
controversy between the States of Massachusetts, 
South Carolina, and Louisiana; laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Some struggle for business followed, the House 
being at the time in a state of confusion attendant 
-~ an adjournment, (before it had taken place,) 
and rendering it extremely difficult for the report- 
er or any one else to know what was going on. 

Mr. HOPKINS, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, to whom had been 
referred the bill from the Senate to establish cer- 
tain post-routes in Texas, asked leave at this time 
to report back the bill without amendment, and to 
move its commitment. 

Mr. CULVER objected. 

Mr. HOPKINS moved that the rwes be sus- 
pended; which motion having been agreed to, and 
the bill being before the House, 





Mr. HOPKINS moved that it be referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. CULVER inquired if the motion was de- | 
batable? 

The SPEAKER said it was. 

Mr. CULVER suid he wished to debate it, and | 
he believed that the proper occasion would be on 
the question of reference. 

[Cries of ** Very well’’—** go ahead, then”— 
‘now, now.’”| 

Mr. CULVER retained the floor; but, yielding 
for the purpose— 

Mr. JOHIIN A. ROCKWELL moved that the 
House adjourn. 

And, the question being taken, the House re- 
fused to adjourn. 

And the question recurring on the motion to 
commit— 

Mr. P. KING called for the reading of the bill. 

And it had been read in part only, when 

Mr. PRICE moved to dispense with the reading, 
and to refer the bill to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER said that the motion to commit 
had already been made, and was the pending ques- 
lion. 

The reading of the bill was then coneluded, and 

Mr, PRICE demanded the previous question on 
the motion to commit. 

But Mr. CULVER had not yielded the floor. 
He said, however, that he would withdraw his ob- 
jection, and was willing that the bill should be 
committe d. 

So the bill was committed to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. 8. JONES, on leave given, presented a res- 
olution of the Legislature of the State of Georgia, 
requesting the Senators and Representatives from 
the said State in Congress to use their exertions to 
procure the passage of a law to refund to said State 
all moneys paid as duties on iron for the construe- 
tion of the Western and Atlantic railroad; which 
resolution was referred to the Committee of Ways 
and AYE ANS, 

Mr. SEAMAN asked leave to offer a preamble 
and resolution; which were read. 

Mr. McKAY objected to the consideration of 
the resolution, unless (he said) the preamble was 
stricken out. 

Mr. SEAMAN thereupon withdrew the pream- 
ble, leaving the resolution as follows: 

Resolved, That the Judiciary Committee be, and 
they are hereby, directed to report to this House 
an act abolishing all compensation, emoluments, 
fines, penalties, and forfeitures, to the collectors, 
surveyors, naval officers, and district attorneys, 
(other than the salary fixed by law,) and provid- 
ing that all such fines, penalties, &c., be paid into 
the treasury of the United States; and also to re- 
port an act regulating the time when the salaries 
of collectors, naval officers, and surveyors, &c., 
shall commence, to wit: the day they enter upon 
their duties, and not at the commencement of the 
fiscal quarter, or any time antecedent thereto. 

Mr. McKAY was understood to suggest that 
the Committee on Commerce had already had this 
subject under consideration; (but the remarks were 
made amidst so much noise, that the reporter re- 
uests not to be held responsibie for its accuracy.) 

Mr. PETTIT suggested that the Committee on 
Commerce, and not the Committee on the Judicia- 
ry, was the appropriate committee. He was un: 
derstood, also, to object to the positive instructions 
which the resolution proposed to give to the com- 
mittee. 

The resolution, giving rise to debate, was laid 
over. 


Mr. W. G. BROWN, on leave, offered the fol- 


lowing resolution; which was read for information: | 


Resolved, That the Postmaster General be re- 
quested to furnish this House with a statement 
showing the interruptions in the transportation of 
the public mails on the Cumberland road at Wheel- 
ing, since December, 1840, and the causes thereof, 


so far as they may be on the records of his office. | 


Pending this resolution, 
The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Tavrspay, January 29, 1846. 


Mr. STURGEON rose to move for a correction 
of the Journal. He found that his vote on the 





ym neon of the engrossment of the bill for the set 
tlement of the claims of the State of New H : 
shire against the United States, was record 
the negative. He had intended to give his y, 
the affirmative, and as it must have been an 
mere inadvertence if he had not done so, he moy,a 
that the Journal be so corrected as to conform, 1, 
his intention. 

The motion being agreed to, the Journal 
ordered to be corrected accordingly, 

Mr. CORWIN presented the memorial of Fli 


amp- 
ed in 
te in 


act of 
0 


was 


Hobbs, in behalf of himself and others, lew! rep. 
resentatives of George Hobbs, deceased, prayi +a 


~ 


compensation for property taken for the use of th. 
_ United States troops at Lower Sandusky, jy Js] 
which was referred to the Committee of (| 


Mr. CAMERON presented three memoria! 


a . -» ; is of 
citizens of the Wyoming valley, Penusylyanis 
asserting the right of the United States to t)¢ 


whole of Oregon, up to 54° 40’, north Jatitya 


: : ude 
and remonstrating against the relinquishmen; - 
any of our claims to said territory; which were 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations 

Mr. DIX presented the petition of 207 youns 
men of western New York, praying the abyoos. 
tion of certain treaties concluded in 1838 and IRyo 
with the Seneca Indians; which was referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. PENNYBACKER presented additional 
documents in relation to the claims of John Ene- 
land to a pension for revolutionary services; which 
were referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. ' 

Mr. BENTON presented the petitions of the 
heirs and legal representatives of John Smith, as- 
signee of St. Vrain, praying permission to enter, 
at the minimum price, the land already located 
under his concession; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. YULEE presented the petition of Orlando 
S. Rees, praying indemnification for loss sustain- 
ed during the Seminole war; which was referred 
to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. PEARCE presented, for the consideration 
of the Senate, the following resolution; wlich lies 
over: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Library be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of causing 
to be published, for the use of the Government of 
the United States, 150 additional copies of the sei- 
entific works of the exploring expedition, now in 
course of preparation and publication. 

On motion, it was 

Ordered, That when the Senate adjourn it be to 
Menday next. 

Mr. WESTCOTT presented the following reso- 
lution, in accordance with a report of the Elouse of 
Representatives of Florida; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Agriculture be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of Con 
gress affording encouragement to citizens of the 
United States, disposed to engage in the cultivation 
of tropical productions on the peninsula and islauds 
and keys of Florida, by donations of land or other- 
wise. 

On motion of Mr. YULEE, the report of the 
Legislature of Florida on the above subject was 
ordered to be printed. 


Mr. BREESE offered the following resolution; 

which was agreed to: : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be di- 

rected to communicate to the Senate all the infor- 
mation in his possession relative to the present 
means of naval defence on the northern lakes; and 
also the best plan of providing for the ** common 
defence” in that quarter, whether by a ship-canal 
‘| from the Illinois river to Lake Michigan, or other- 
wise. 

Mr. DIX, pursuant to notice, asked and obtained 

| leave to introduce a bill for the relief of Sally Lock- 
wood: which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE moved that the report of 
‘the Secretary of War, made the 20th of January, 
|| be referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
| and printed; which motion was agreed to. | 
| The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
| the following resolution, presented by Mr. Wes- 
| “a i Tnited States 
] Resolved, That the President of the United State 
be requested to communicate to the Senate aby 
correspondence which may have taken place be- 
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cata the Government of the United States and 
Ministers of the United States abroad, on the sub- 





T 


‘ect of Oregon, since the last communication of the | 


President, so far as, in his judgment, such com- || 


munication may be made without prejudice to the 
public interests. . 

Mr. BREESE said that as the Senator from 
Arkansas, [Mr. Sevier,] at whose suggestion the 
resolution had been laid over for a few days, was 
not now in his seat, he hoped the Senator from 
Massachusetts would have no objection to let it 
remain on the table for the present. 

Mr. WEBSTER stated that there could be no 

ssible objection to this call for information. He 
would be very willing to let it lie, but as the Senate 
had determined to adjourn to Monday, the Execu- 
rive would have that interval, and as much longer 
time as his discretion might indicate, to societies 


reply. He could not, therefore, discover any suf- | 


ficient reason for further delay, 

Mr. ALLEN suggested that the resolution might 
he passe d by informally for the present. It might 
be taken up at any time, during the day, whenever 
the Senator from Arkansas might be in his seat, 

Mr. WEBSTER. There can be no harm in 
adopting the resolution now. The President can 
answer it when he pleases. 

The resolution was then agreed to. 

The bill for the relief of Charles G. Paige was 
read a third time and passed. 

The following adverse reports were then taken 
up for consideration: 

The adverse report of the @ommittee on Naval 
A@airs, in relation to the petition of David Porter, 
in behalf of Evelina Pgrter, widow of the late 
Commodore Porter. 

Mr. WESTCOTT stated that he withdrew his 
opposition to the report, finding that he had been 
laboring under a misapprehension on the subject 
when he raised his objection thereto. 

The report was then concurred in. 

Also, the adverse report of the Committee on 
Pensions, on the petition of Talcott Reid; which 
was concurred In. 

Also, the adverse report of the Committee of 
Claims, on the petition of Ratcliff; which, on 
motion of Mr. MANGUM, was passed over in- 
formally. 

Also, the report of the Committee of Claims, ask- 
ing to be discharged from the further consideration 
of the petition of Amos Holton; which was con- 
curred in. 

Also, the adverse report of the Committee on 
Pensions, on the petition of Clara R. Cobb; which 
was concurred in. 








feelings, a due regard to my health would deter 
me from mingling in the debate; but I feel it due 
to them, and to my constituents, that they should 
be made acquainted with my reasons for the vote 
which I am now about to give on the bill before 
the Senate. 

Without further remarks on this point, I desire 
to call the attention of the Senate to the provisions 
of this bill. What does the bill propose? It au- 
thorizes, in the first place, the building of ten iron 
steam vessels, and it then gives power to the Pres- 
ident, in the exercise of his discretion, to put in 
commission all our vessels in ordinary, and to 
man, arm, and equip them for service. And 


| what is the amount proposed to be appropriated 


| for these oer 


You have nearly six millions 
specified in this bill. The amendment of my friend, 
the Senator from Indiana, adds another two mil- 
lions. And this, together with the sum named in 
the ordinary estimates for the year, constitutes an 
aggregate of fourteen millions. Yes, sir; in a time 
of profound peace, when there is not a shadow or 


' vestige of war hanging over us, we are called on 


by this bill to vote an appropriation, which will 
swell the amount applicable to this single branch 


of the service to fourteen millions of dollars. <A 


glance at our annual expenditures may not be un- 
interesting. This sum which we are now called 
to appropriate for this single arm of public service 
is a most double the amount required for the same 
branch at any period before the commencement 
of the last war. Here, sir, under a democratic 


the strictest economy, it is proposed to more than 
double the amount appropriated to the same ob- 
ject at any period before the declaration of war. 


"The list is before me; and I need not limit the re- 
mark to the period previous to the declaration of || 


war. I might bring down the comparison to a 
much later period of our history, when the whole 
of the ordinary expenditures of the Government 
were less than the amount now required for the 
navy alone. 

The bill under consideration presents itself to 


_ the consideration of the Senate under two aspects; 


| in a time of peace. 


Also, the adverse report of the Committee on | 


Pensions, on the petition of Zadok Huntley; which 
was concurred in. 


The PRESIDENT stated that the next subject | 
for the consideration of the Senate was, the joint | 


resolution submitted by the gentleman from Ala- 


lama, [Mr. Bacsy,] to amend the Constitution of | 


the United States; which was read a second time, | 


and announced as in committee of the whole. 

Mr. BAGBY suggested that the consideration of 
the joint resolution should be postponed until 
some day after the discussion of the Oregon ques- 


tion, that it might not interfere with the other im- | 


portant matters now before the Senate, and moved 
that it be made the special order for the first Mon- 
dayin March; which motion was agreed to. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
reported by Mr. Farrriexp, from the Committee 


on Naval Affairs, and the amendment offered | 


thereto by Mr. Hannecan, providing for the aug- 
mestation of the naval force of the United States; 
when 

; Mr. SPEIGHT said, in the discussions which 
n 


fatality which seems to have influenced all our 


recent debates, has run in one channel, I have | 


utherto taken no part. Many reasons have com- 
bined to induce in me this silence. In the first 
piace, the state of my health has been such as to 
forbid the exertion. But the main reason by 
which I have been actuated is the conviction that 
“© proper time for a debate of this character has 
hot come, 
have felt that, in the points involved, I am com- 
pelled to differ in opinion fror some of my friends 
; ith whom I have been accustomed te act. I had 
termined, however, at some fit opportunity, to 
‘tate the views which have presented themselves 
‘my mind. Were I now to consult my own 


is body have gone into, and which, by a certain | 


I have also been restrained, because I | 
|| damental element in democratic doctrine, I will 

|| ask the Senator from Maine—to say nothing of | 
i| my friend from Indiana—how he can come, as a | 





and I propose, first, to consider it as a peace meas- 
wre, and, secondly, as a war measure. At a mo- 
ment of profound peace with all the world, and I see 
no probability of this tranquil condition of things 
being interrupted, we are called upon to make this 
most extravagant expenditure—an expenditure 
which the people of this country will ne 
The honorablSenator from 
Missouri, in his remarks on thisSubject, a day or 
two since, adverted to what was well known asa 
matter of history, that, six years ago, a powerful 
party in our Government was turned out on the 


oy tolerate 






| ground that the entire expenditures of the Govern- 


ment ought not to have exceeded thirteen millions 
of dollarsa year. Yes, sir, that Administration, of 
which he and I were the friends and advocates, was 
turned out because it had thought proper to exceed 
this, in the public opinion, the proper maximum 
of our annual expenditure for the support of the 
Government. But, sir, I will call the attention of 
the Senate to a remoter period of our history. I 


| will conduct it back to the period when Mr. Jef- | 


ferson came into the presidential chair. A princi- 


| pal charge against the Administration which pre- 


| 


ceded him was, the extravagance of its expendi- | 
tures. This, sir, is matter of record. The admin- 


istration of the elder Adams was hurled out of || 


power; and one reason for this resolution was, the 
large expenditures of that Administration in this 
very branch of the public service. Mr. Jefferson | 


came into power and introduced the gun-boat sys- || 


tem, which had never found favor with any other | 
nation on the face of the world, and turned out to 
be utterly ineffective. It obtained the public sanc- 
tion. Look at the period of the second Adams. | 
I was then a young man, and took a part in the 
drama for the purpose of overturning that Adminis- 
tration, alleging against it charges of extravagance | 
in the public expenditures, which, in justice to it, 

I admit now to have been, in many respects, with- 

out foundation. It was upon these charges, how- | 
ever, that Mr. Adams was turned out, and General | 
Jackson was elected. If, then, economy be a fun- 


leading member of the democratic body, and pro- 


|| pose, at such a moment as this, such an enormous 


\| expenditure in a single branch of the public ser- || 
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; extravagant expenditure. 
Administration, pledged to carry out a system of 


275 


vice?) The people will not tolerate so monstrous 
a proposition ; they will not sustain an Adminis- 
tration by which it is introduced. When I read 
this bill, sir, I was shocked that any leading mem- 
ber of a democratic Administration should be 
found willing to propose such an uncalled for, such 
an extravagant addition to the ordinary expendi- 
tures for the naval service. And I desire to ask, 
why is this? 

You have been truly told, sir, by the honorable 
Senator from Missouri, that when you build ships 
of war you only lay the foundation—the corner- 
stone—of the expenditure which must be built up 
upon it. T would like very much to know what the 
actual cost of their entire equipment amounts to. 
It is perfectly natural that the people should look 
into this, as they have to bear the expense. 

And now, sir, | desire to say a word as to the man- 
ner in which taxes are laid on the people for the sup- 
port of this branch as well as the other branches 
of the service. There is in this, as well as in every 
other country, a tax-paying and a tax-receiving por- 
tion of the people. Yes, sir, there is; and in turn- 
ing over the history of the world, [ do not find any 
country where there exists such an oppressive and 
unequal system of taxation as this republican Gov- 
ernment of ours imposes upon its subjects. It is 
natural, therefore, that they who have to bear the 
burden of this taxation should require a strict ac- 
count of the manner in which it is expended. I 
trust, sir, they will be prompt in opposing _— 

If we are to goon with 
this vast and uncalled for augmentation of the na- 








, vy, and with building up a splendid system of na- 


tional defence, this heavy and oppressive taxation 
must be kept up; and for the purpose ef checking 


; its further increase, the people must exercise an 


everlasting and eternal vigilance over the acts of 


| the Government, because it is trom tieir pockets 
| and out of their just earnings that the money must 


come, 


Were it proper to go into the subject at 
this time, I might go a step further, and show how 
alarge portion of this money is expended. We 


| are surrounded in this city, sir, by gentlemen who 


are full of magnificent designs for splendid de- 
fences, for large standing armies, and an imposing 
navy. Unlike my constituents, sir, they never 
feel the burden of the taxation which such a sys- 
tem calls for. 

To proceed, sir, as I feel that IT must use all 
brevity. Is this a peace measure? Is this increase 


| of our navy necessary for the protection of our 


| commerce? 


If it be a peace measure, there can 
exist no necessity for urging any augmentation be- 
yond what is required for the defence of our com- 
merce against the pirates who roam over the 
ocean. ‘The Senator from Missouri has told us 
that even in the Mediterranean, that den of thieves 
and pirates, our commerce now is as safe as in the 
Chesapeake bay. At this time, piracy has almost 
ceased to exist on the high seas. But let me ask 
of the Senator from Maine, if it is his purpose to 


| send these iron steamers into the Mediierranean, 
| and into every other sea where our ships make 








tracks, for the purpose of protecting our commerce ? 
They are totally inadequate to any such service; 
all that they can be usefully employed in is harbor 
and coast defence. Again: If we are to be involv- 
ed in war—which may God in his infinite mercy 
prevent—there is not a man possessing the slight- 
est knowledge of maritime affairs, who will ven- 
ture to say that vessels of this character are capa- 
citated for carrying on war on the ocean. They 
are only fit to be employed on the coast. They 
only carry fuel for a month’s consumption. Send 
them out to sea, and they become entirely worth- 
less. 

If I can show my friend from Maine that there 


(| is no probability of war—that there is nota symp- 


tom visible of any interruption of our tranquil re- 
lations with the world—I lone he will give up the 
argument, or, to use a familiar phrase, ‘* acknowl- 
edge the corn,’’ and abandon the bill. I do not 
propose to enter into the merits of the Oregon 
question at any length: that I will leave for some 
future occasion. I shall only refer to it now as 
one of the causes of war relied on as proving the 
necessity for this augmentation of the navy. Mex- 
ico has also been referred to, and the position in 
which we stand towards that country has been 
quoted as another of these causes. These, I be- 
lieve, are the only causes of war in the apprehen- 
sion of the Senator from Maine. I propose to take 
them up separately, and briefly to pass over them. 
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In the first place I will glance at Mexico. Our 
difficulty with that country has grown out of the 
annexation of ‘Texas. It is said that war is likely 
to crow outof our acquisition of Texas, Now, I 
have examined this matter as carefully as I can, 
and IT must confess that I do not see any reasona- 
ble ground for this apprehension. I do not, so far 
as lam able to come toa just conclusion, regard 
the recent revolution in Mexico as having any 
bearing on the question. Revolutions in that coun- 
try oecur about every three or six months; and, 
perhaps, the very next arrival may bring us infor- 
mation that the new President has been unseated, 
and Santa Anna, or some other military tyrant, put 
in his place, But I do not see how this 1s to affect 
the Texas question. ‘Texas was a free and inde- 
pendent State; her independence had been ac- 

knowledged; she was at perfect liberty to dispose 

of herself as she thought fit. If I could see any 

possibility of a war arising from this cause, | would 

vote for preparation, and would meet the difficulty 

ns it ought to be met. But, torn, lacerated, ble« d- 

ing, as Mexico is from her own fierce internal dis- 

tractions, it is not likely that she will be guilty of 
the folly of rushing Into a war against us, because 

we have done an act which all the civilized world 

applauds us for doing. . 

1 will now look at the other question. It is said 
that we are on the eve of a war with Great Britain 
as to the Oregon territory. Now, I will ask gentle- 
men if there is anything in the news just received 
from England to show that she has the slightest 
desire or intention to go to war with us? On the 
other hand, I will ask every Senator to lay his 
hand on his heart, and, in candor, to say, if the 
whole import and tone of the news to which I have 
referred does not indicate any other rather than a 
hostile feeling? Look at the abortive attempt of 
Lord John Russell to form a ministry. Lord Grey 
took a stand on this very point, resolutely refusing 
to serve with Lord Palmerston as Foreign Secreta- 
ry, because Lord Palmerston entertained opinions 
respecting this country which might have a tenden- 
cy to produce a collision. Are we so blinded by 
our prejudices, that we are incapable of discerning 
the true bearing of events? I was rejoiced, sir, 
when I saw the moderate tone of the British press; 
and I confess that lam unable to discern any dan- 
ger of war with England, unless we ourselves in- 
vite that ultimate and terrible resort by our aggra- 
vating tone and the intemperance of our measures. 
I have no disposition to crouch to the British lion. 
At all times I shall be found ready to join in the 
defence of our rights; and whenever a declaration 
of war shall be unavoidable, I will vote for the lar- 
gest appropriations which the crisis may demand. 
Among those who may take the sword in hand, I 
will be among the foremost against any aggression. 
But Iam a peace man, and I will be the advocate 
of peace so long as it can be honorably preserved. 
It is the unhappy class of tax-payers who will 
have to suffer in the event of war; and for their 
interests will I stand up, as they have rallied for 
me at the ballot-box. 

[t is said we are to have war for the vindication 
of our rights in the territory of Oregon. What are 
these rights? Where is Oregon? 1 do not address 
this language to you, sir, but through you to my 
constituents. It is a strip of land, lying in a wild 
region of country, 3,000 miles distant, occupied by 
hunters, and unproductive, except of skins and 
furs. In 1818, when the convention was framed 
under which Great Britain and the United States 
hold joint occupancy of this territory, the states- 
men of both countries well knew thata doubt hung 
over the rights of either party to entire sovereignty, 
and therefore it was proposed that there should be 
a joint occupation for ten years; at the expiration 
of which time the convention was Leche for an 
unlimited period, terminable by either party at any 
time, on giving twelve months’ notice to the other 
party. Now if, as some have contended, Spain has 
rights in this territory which ought to be respect- 
ed—rights which we should not have violated— 
why was the offer made to Great Britain to take 
the 49th degree of latitude as the dividing line? By 
making this proposition, sir, you admitted that 
Great Britain has rights in the territory. No one can 

contend that our right to the whole of Oregon rests 
on an indisputable basis. No statesman ever as- 
serted such an exclusive claim until about the year 
1835. I have before me a speech delivered by the 
honorable Senator from Missouri, [Mr. Benton,] 


on a bill for the occupation of the mouth of the iI 


THE CONGRES 


, soil to Great Britain. 
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Columbia river, the purport of which is, that the | debate, and was not the dictate of his judemen: 


honorable Senator was willing to extend our juris- | 
diction precisely to the same extent as Great Brit- || 
ain had extended hers; but no further. The Sena- 
tor is now in his seat, and can say if I have puta 
correct construction on his language. 

Mr. BENTON. Right, sir; no further. 

Mr. SPEIGHT. It has been asserted here that | 
Great Britain lays claim to the whole of the terri- 
tory of Oregon. Does she claim the entire sover- 
eignty? No: she claims only the right of occu- 
pancy. [Here Mr. Speicur disclaimed any inten- 
tion to go into an examination of the law of nations; 
but was understood to say it would not be very 
difficult to prove that Great Britain had strong 
claims, and that Spain had, by the treaty of 
Nootka Sound, conveyed the sovereignty of the 

He then criticized the letter 
of Mr. Buchanan to Mr. Pakenham, in which he 
announced the withdrawal of the offer of the 49th 
parallel; intimating that the argument which ac- 
companied this announcement might have been 
more usefully addressed to the British minister be- 
fore the withdrawal was made. It might then have 
had an effect; but that, introduced as it was, it 
was merely water spilled on the ground and labor 
thrown away.] 

I said, sir, at the outset of my remarks, that this 
bill must be viewed either as a peace measure, or 
as a war measure. If it Le intended as a war 
measure, this bill is but as a drop in the bucket. 
We are to understand that we are to have a war 


with Great Britain, one of the greatest powers in , 


the world; and, on the other hand, that our prepa- 
ration for such a war consists In the building of 
ten steam-frigates. Sir, if you can satisfy me that 
such a war is unavoidable, [ will say, bring in a 
bill for the construction of fifty ships; but until I 
can be so satisfied, by no vote of mine shall any 
such tax as this bill propeses be imposed on my 
constituents. I go against encouraging the idea 
that we are to have a war with Great Britain. I 
can never believe that the sound sense of the peo- 
ple on both sides of the Atlantic—on this, a fit 
question for amicable adjustment—will ever permit 
two of the most powerful and enlightened nations 
on the face of the earth to engage in a ruinous, de- 
| structive war—deluging the earth and ocean with 
| blood—for the possession of a barren tract of terri- 
tory, the value of which I will not here attempt to 
illustrate. Who, in such a result, sir, who will 
be the sufferers? ‘The tax-payers of the country— 
/my constituents: the laborers, the mechanics, the 
manufacturers, the merchants, the workers of cot- 
ton bags, and the builders of ships. 
of all these classes are to be sacrificed for five or 
ten years; and, after all, you will have to come 
back to just where you are at the outset, and to 
settle the dispute by the peaceful process of nego- 
tiation. ‘The war, sir, will not have to be fought 
in Oregon. No, sir, the conflict will be along our 
Atlantic coast, spreading ruin and destruction along 
its whole extent. Nor can we be at war with each 
other without involving other interests in the con- 
troversy; and who among us is wise enough to see 
' the whole train of consequences which may follow ? 
Is this, then, a subject to be lightly talked of by 
political gossips in Washington—mere speculators 
calculating their gains out of the public distresses, 
or demagogues ready to seek their personal ag- 


grandizement by —— to the worst passions | 
hope, sir, that grave statesmen | 


of our nature? 


J 


The interests | 


lam a friend of Oregon, and I hope that for an. 
opposition to this bill, and for the reasons whict 

Sa given for it, I shall not be read out of 
church by my political friends without a hear; 

It is my desire to adopt a course of measur. 
which will gradually and surely give us ppaees. 
sion of the whole of the territory. ~ The course of 
those who would precipitate us into a war would 
deprive us of a portion of it at least—perh ; 
the whole. 
| re . 

Texas never can rightfully transfer her alle. 
giance to Santa Anna; and on that rround '~ : 
tertain no fears of a war with Mexico. And hers 
is Oregon, a strip of country 3,000 miles distant 
in which Great Britain has rights which h : 


aps of 


ave been 


| already acknowledged by us. Why are we to rus); 


into a war to settle a dispute concerning that? |; 
| Great Britain had never had any rights ackyoy-. 


edged there, I would be willing to draw. the 
| sword to repel any encroachment. But under 
| existing circumstances, if we can acquire what be. 


longs to us by peaceful means, it will suit my 


i| peaceful disposition better. I go for the acquisi- 


tion of Oregon, but I go for it by peaceful means 
Mr. WESTCOTT having expressed his inte, 
| tion to give his views on the bill, the general fe. 
|tures of which met his approbation, although he 
| thought there was something objectionable in the 
| precise shape in which it had been presented, at the 
| suggestion of several Senators, moved that the 
| Senate now iree 
Mr. DICKINSON asked for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, when the motion was decided 
| in the affirmative. Yeas, 27; nays, 17. 
The Senate then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuvrspay, January 29, 1846. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and ap- 
| proved. 

Mr. MORSE introduced to the House Mr. La 
Sere, member elect from the State of Louisiana, 
who was qualified, and took his seat. 


THE OREGON DEBATE. 
Mr. C..J. INGERSOLL offered the following 


resolution, on which, he said, he asked for the yeas 
and nays : 

Resolved, That all debate in the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union, on joint 
resolution of notice to Great Britain to annul and 
abrogate the convention between Great Britain and 
the United States, of August 6, 1827, relative to 
the country on the northwest coast of America, 
westward of the Stony mountains, commonly call- 
ed Oregon, shall cease at 2 o’clock, on Saturday 
the 7th day of February next, (if the commitie 
shall not sooner come toa conclusion upon the 
same,) and the committee shall then proceed to 
vote on such amendments as may be pending or 
| offered to the same, and shall then report it to tr 
| House with such amendments as may have bee 
agreed to by the committee. ; 

Mr. TIBBATTS moved that the resolution be 
laid on the table. 

Mr. BENTON asked the yeas and nays on thot 
motion; which were ordered, and, (alter the reso- 
| lution had been again read on the suggestion 0! 
Mr. Hoee,) being taken, resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Stephen Adams, Ar- 





will take a different view of the subject, and act || nold, Ashmun, Barringer, Bayly, Bedinger, bell, 


with the prudence and dignity which betome their 


stations. I say, if war must come, let it come; but 
for God Almighty’s sake let us prevent it if pos- 
sible. 
I would say more, sir, if I were able; but the con- 
dition of my health will not permit. Thus much I 


have thought it my duty to say, to explain the mo- 


tives which will induce me to oppose this bill. I 


James A. Black, William G. Brown, Buffington, 
Chipman, Clarke, Collamer, Crozier, Culver, Cun- 
ningham, Delano, De Mott, Dobbin, John H. 
Ewing, Fries, Garvin, Giles, Graham, Grinne’, 
Hamlin, Hampton, Harper, Herrick, Hoge, E. b. 
| Holmes, Isaac E. Holmes, Hopkins, Hough, U. 
|S. Houston, 8. D. Hubbard, Hudson, Hungerfor’, 
‘| Washington Hunt, J. R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, Se 


. 3 “hom: ing 
have, I hope, treated with proper respect the opin- || born Jones, Daniel P. King, Thomas B. Ring, 


ions of honorable Senators who differ from me in 
opinion; and I say in advance that if our rights 


in the territory of Oregon shall be treated contu- || ler, Moseley, Payne, Pendleton, 
meliously, I will go with them in the adoption of 


| Leib, Lewis, Ligon, Long, McGaughey, — 
ry, Marsh, John P. Martin, Erde ne Mit 


errill, Perry, 


Phelps, Rathbun, Reid, Roberts, J. Rockwell, J, 


; Severance, 
all measures which may be necessary for the de- || A. Rockwell, Root, Sawtelle, Schenck, Sev 


fence of those rights. 
not as a sectional one, but a national one. 


derogation of the South—speaking of the 


I look on the question |'Truman Smith, Albert Smith, Caleb >. 
I was | 


sorry when a friend near me said something in | ( renabo, 
rtidy || Jacob Thompson, Tibbatts, Tredway, 0, 


Robt. Smith, Stewart, Strohm, Strong, = 
deaux, Benjamin Thompson, James Thompse", 


. s . . rey, and 
of the South. Sir, the South requires no defence | Vance, White, Wick, Woodruff, Yancey; 
' from me, and I am inclined to believe that the lan- || Yell—90. 


guage to which I refer was uttered in the heat of | 


NAYS—Mesers. Benton, Biggs, Bowlin, Boy! 





anni 


~~ — 


TT TT. 6a 


— 


oo aa. 


cl 


B 
to 
th 


jo 
in 
Ca 
in 
in 





be 


that 
eS0- 


1 of 


bell, 
ton, 


Jun: 


.G. 
ford, 
Sea- 
Ling, 
He ne 
Mil- 
erry, 
Ni, J. 
ance, 
mith, 
‘hibo- 
son, 
She, 
ry and 


Boyd, 





1846. 


ee era a 


Brinkerhoff, Burt, Cathcart, Cocke, Cullom, Dan- 
iel, Dillingham, Dunlap, Erdman, Goodyear, 
Grover, Haralson, Henley, James B. Hunt, C. as 
Ingersoll, James H. Johnson, Lawrence, La Sere, 
Levin, Lumpkin, McClean, McClelland, McCon- 
nell, McDowell, McKay, Moulton, Norris, Owen, 
Pollock, Price, Relfe, Ritter, Sawyer, A. D. Sims, 
L. H. Sims, Thomas Smith, Stanton, Starkwea- 
ther, Stephens, St. John, , hurman, Towns, 
Wentworth, Williams, and Young—50. 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 

Mr. COCKE, on leave, gave notice that to-mor- 
row, or on some subsequent day, he would intro- 
duce a bill to pay Captain John B. Crozier’s com- 
nany of mounted volunteers of ‘Tennessee militia. 

* The SPEAKER said that the business first in 
order would be the call of the committees for re- 
ports. 

OREGON. 


But, on motion of Mr. HOPKINS, the House 
acain resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, Mr. Tisparts in the 
chair, and resumed the consideration of the joint 
resolution providing for the twelve months’ notice 
of the termination of the convention of 1827 be- 
tween the United States and Great Britain respect- 
ing the Oregon territory. 


Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, who had | 


the floor from Wednesday, first addressed the com- 
mittee in opposition to the resolution of notice, on 
the probable consequences of which, as leading 
to a desolating and destructive war, he dwelt with 
fervid eloquence, contrasting especially the naval 
power and preparation of Great Britain with our 
own defenceless condition. 

(His speech is in course of preparation by 
the reporter, and will be published in the Appen- 
dix.] 


tered upon a course of argument in opposition to 
giving the notice to Great Britain, which he was 


Mr. E. H. EWING obtained the floor, and en- | 


unable to carry out within the short and “ ruth- | 


less’ hour allotted to him. 


As the speech is in | 
course of preparation in a more complete form, a || 


general outline only of the points to which his | 
argument was directed is here attempted to be | 


given. 


give the notice to Great Britain to put an end to 


convention for the joint occupation of Oregon. He | 


quoted from the words of the convention to sustain 


him in the view he took—the high authorities to | 


the contrary, notwithstanding—that itwas a * con- 
vention of joint occupation.’? What effect, then, 


upon the relations between the two Governments, | 
would the act upon eee for the termination of | 


the joint convention produce? To reply to this we 


would be better enabled by distinctly understand- | 


ing what our relations now are; and the source of | 
iulormation on this point was the President’s Mes- || 
sage, and the representations of his friends who | 


spoke for him. If, then, the President had cor- 


rectly given this information—and partly from || 


what Mr, E. knew of the man, and partly from 
his preferring to assume nothing dishonest or dis- 
honorable until it was clearly shown, he was dis- 
posed to believe it was so given—the true state of 
our relations was eminently threatening and dan- 


gerous. In the face, then, of all the sneers which 
were thrown u 


all back 


again—he gave it as his deliberate opin- | 


ion, that, under the existing circumstances, the 
giving this notice in the form proposed by the 


chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
wot 


mitigr 
viewe 
“so in its deeper shades of carnage, desolation, 
and death. A war between these two nations 
would be a war of giants, who would fight with 
arms of iron and nerves of steel. 

ie legitimate effect of this notice, under the 
mstances, then, -would be war—not that it 
Would be a just cause of war on the part of Great 
Britain, but’ war would be its effect. He referred 
to the fact of the present claim of Great Britain to 


ue ere, owever far it might extend— 
‘he 


uted war. He drew a vivid picture of war 


circu 


ud inevitably result in war—sheer, dire, un- | 


Joint occupation, or the right of trading and fish- 
ing—he apprehended that Great Britain was in | 


farnest In putting it forward, and that she would | 


nSist upon that claim. 


interests; it was put fo st wae supported by her 


| 
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men of all political parties; it was asserted by her 
philosophers and by her ** fourth estate;”? by her 
great leading journals, the Edinburgh, the West- 
minster, and all the quarterly reviews, which ex- 
erted so immense an influence in that country; 
and it had been insisted upon by all her diplomat- 
ists from the year 1790 to the pre sent ume. And 
yet gentlemen seemed to expect that England 
would quietly, soberly, demurely, with the meek 
spirit of a Christian, yield up her claim, and see 
herself despoiled of what she professed to consider 
her just rights! The English nation had pas- 
sions as well as ourselves, and they were as likely 
to yield to those passions. And as to their in- 
terests, which it had been urged would deter her 
from entering into a war, our interests would be 


}as much affected by a war; and it would not do to 


rely upon her interests as an assurance that shi 
would not be brought into a war in defence of her 
alleged rights. If no negotiations had taken place; 
if no threats of war had been uttered both in this 
hall and elsewhere; if no excitement had been 
raised; and if things stood in the same state as 
they were in 1818, when this convention was en- 
tered into, then he admitted the giving the notice 
would not be taken as a cause of war, but as the 
mere putting an end to a friendly agreement, af- 
fording no just complaint. Gentlemen talked of 
this notice, as if they considered it in this light 
now; but under the circumstances existing—after 


| the President had declared that we could make no 


proposition more favorable than that which had 
been made and had been refused so often by Great 


| Britain, and that Great Britain would make no offer 


which we could accept—after we had confessedly 


| exhausted every means of friendly settlement, the 


viving this notice would be taken as an affront—es- 
pecially as all must agree that, once given, it must 
be followed up by the protection of our citizens, by 


| anextension ofour laws over that territory, and by 


all those measures necessary to the assertion and 
vindication of our rights. Among these, Mr. E. 
referred particularly to the extension of our laws, 


| which must necessarily follow, both in respect of 


person and property, over all persons within that 


| territory; and in case of the commission of mur- 


|| diction, not 
7 2m °,° .e i} J 
The proposition before the committee was to 


der by a subject of Great Britain, his plea of juris- 

es considered valid by our courts, 
his conviction and execution would be taken to be 
a casus belli by that power, which never failed to 
maintain the rights and privileges of her subjects, 


| wherever, and however remotely, they may have 


extended themselves. 

With reference to this convention, recurring to 
his position, that it was a convention of joint occu- 
pation, Mr. E. contended that, by virtue of it, and 


| by virtue of the negotiations which had been en- 


tered into upon the subject, from time to time, we 
had acknowledged that Great Britain had rights in 
this territory; and he urged that the giving this 
notice, and following it up by the necessary meas- 
ures, in order to take exclusive occupation of the 
territory, would be a neglect and a violation of 
those rights. 

But, said the chairman of the Committee on Ter- 
ritories, [Mr. Doverass,] we shall then be in pos- 
session, and can enter into negotiation with Great 
3ritain upon the title. And yet the same gentle- 
man claimed that our right was perfect, not only 


|| to 54° 40’, but beyond that line, he knew not how 
pon the war-cry—and he threw them | 


| far, and that under no circumstances he would 


yield that right. What room or what ground, 


| then, he asked the gentleman, would there be for 


negotiation ? 
He referred to the declaration made by the chair- 
man of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, [Mr.C. 


: : " | J. Incersouz,| and by the venerable gentleman 
‘d in the light of its glittering pageants, and | 


from Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams,] that no war 
would follow this notice. He certainly placed 
great confidence in the declarations of these gen- 
tlemen; but when they told him that there was 


nothing behind the curtain—that the President had , 


given them a full exposure of the state of our rela- 
tions—he must be allowed to form his own judg- 
ment, and, in his humble opinion, war would be 
the result of this notice. At any rate, he should 
like to take out a peace warrant against Great Bri- 


‘ | tain, and he should be glad to find —- panes high 
ier to the eminent domain, the fee simple, the | 


enouth, and strong enough, to hold her to bail 
to keep the peace. He said to these gentlemen, 
do not expose us to ridicule in contending that 


| the result will be war, if you have the means to 


| show that this will not be the case. 
rth by her eminent states- |, like to know whether either of these gentlemen 


He should 
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had a bridle in the mouth of Great Britain,,or a 
hook in the nose of this leviathan? If so, he 
would like to see how they would handle this 
monster power among the nations of the earth. 

He passed next to a consideration of the inquiry, 
whether the giving this novice would be a ground 
for war upon the part of Great Britain. He knew 
that our ttle to this territory had been held by the 
great majority of gentleme n who had spoken, to 
be so ** clear and unquestionable,’’ that it was un- 
patriotic and dishonorable for an American citizen 
to stand on this floor and presume to question it. 
But he was for the strict naked truth, oa r it 
might affect us. Honor and patriotism ought 
always to consist with truth, and truth was the 
foundation on which the prosperity of all Govern- 
ments in the long run was based. ‘Then he did not 
hesitate to examine our title. He did not say it 
was not a better title than that of Great Britain, 
and he gave the reasons which impelled him to dis- 
sent from the position of a gentleman who had 
preceded him, and who had contended that it was 
absurd to speak of the title of one nation being 
good, and that of another nation to the same ter- 
ritory being better; but he proceeded to inquire 
whether it was such a clear and unquestionable 
title to the entire territory as to justify us in going 
to war for its defenee. Ele proposed to read a few 
words from a treatise on the law of nations; and it 
astonished him that the Secretary of State, the 
chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
and the gentleman from Massachusetts, should 
have talked here of the law of nations, when there 
was neither book nor page from any respectable 
authority on the law of nations to sustain the po- 
sitions so glibly and flippantly taken by those who 
contended that the title of the United States was 
clear and unquestionable. He did not pretend to 
compare his knowledge with that of so high au- 
thorities, but on his responsibility as a lawyer 
and a man of some reading, he made this declara- 
tion. This was the whole matter; if we had an 
unquestionable title, of course, if Great Britain 
were to place a soldier, a gun, or a fort upon our 
soil, it was casus belli. But he affirmed that our 
title to the entire territory was not ‘ clear and un- 
questionable.’’ He was as much disposed to defer 
to the extensive knowledge and to the superior 
abilities of our Secretaries—of Mr. Buchanan and 
Mr. Calhoun—as any gentleman; but he had seen 
no authorities quoted; and he said there were five 
or six doubtful points of the law of nations which 
were assumed, and assumed alone, in settling our 
clear and unquestionable right to this territory. 

Mr. E. first regd from the law of nations upon 
the impropriety of going to war upon a question 
which is doubtful; and his hour having nearly ex- 
pired, he concluded by reading—with but a word 
of comment on them respectively—certain other 
doubtful points, (which he had reduced to writing, ) 
which he had referred to as having been assumed 
to be clearly established by the law of nations, and 
to which he invited the attention of gentlemen who 
were to follow him. 

Mr. BAKER obtained the floor, and addressed 
the committee for about one hour in support of the 
proposition before it, and remarked upon the fre- 
quent and positive assertions which this Govern- 
ment had made before the world of the validity of 
its title to the whole of Oregon. The gentleman 
from South Carolina, [Mr. Hormes,] who had 
just taken his seat, had expressed great apprehen- 
sion that the measure proposed would disturb the 
peace of the world. Why did not the gentleman 
advert to that result before the late election, when 
the Oregon question was coupled with the Texas 
question? Nothing was said then of the proba- 
bility ofa war. He did not wish to speak of the 
Baltimore convention any further than to say, that, 
by virtue of its proceedings and resolutions, their 
nominee was now in power; and he now called 
upon all who had shared in the success of that 
nomination, to stand up to the principles upon 
which it was made. And he would here add, that 
it did not become any man who had participated 
and coincided in the results of that convention, 
now to sneer at western enthusiesm on the Oregon 





| question, or to talk of the horrors of a war whith 


might grow out of it. But he denied that the ques- 
tion belonged to the West exclusively. It was an 
American question. 

Not a single argument had been used here that 
would have the effect to weaken our title to the 
whole of Oregon. We had asserted and reasserted 
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that title through every President and every Secre- 
tary of State, and every foreign minister, of all 


parties, who had been at all concerned in it. Why, 


then, should that dark spirit of war, which the 
gentleman from South Carolina sees lowering over 
us, drive us from our propriety, and from resolu- 
tions so deliberately formed? The question now 
was, Whether we should proceed to establish our 
utle, or wholly abandon it? 

The gentleman from South Carolina, who had 
just addressed us, [Mr. Hotmrs,] had commenced 
his discourse with a beautiful and eloquent descrip- 
tion of the horrors ofa war. He had spoken of a 
dark spirit which was hovering over the land; but 
on a late oceasion he could see nothing in the 
there was no spirit hovering there when 
Texas was annexed. Yet the gentleman has spo- 
ken of itas a dark spirit. Some gentlemen from 
the East had seen the same when the Texas reso- 
lution was passed; but they could not then con- 
vinee gentlemen from the South that the proceed- 
ing involved any danger of war. 1 do not mean 
to tosinuate (said Mr. B.) that because Mexico 
was a wenk and feeble power, the appre hensions 
of war were then scouted; nor that because Eng- 
land is a strong power, the prospect of a war had 
now become so horrible: but when we violated the 
territory of the Republic of Mexico, no hazards 
were regarded, no obligations considered, because 


cloud +; 


gla very was concerie ds no danger of a war could 
be seen by rentiemen who wished to promote those 
mnterests : 

But I deny (said Mr. B.) that the areument of 
war is at all applicable to the question at issue. 


He concurred ‘A ith some ventlemen who had pre- 
that the right to «ive the 
notice was secured by a treaty stipulation, and 
that its exercise could not be a cause of war. Did 
er before 


ceded him in the debate, 


any one ¢ 


ine to the 


say thata proceediny accord- 
J I 


terms of an expre treaty provision, 


could be the cause of y 

Does anv one believe that because we eive this 
notice our seaport towns are to he burned and our 
conimierce cc stroyed by Crreat Brit wun? Allusions 


had been made to the conduct of Great Britain in 
regard to Denmark, in the sudden attack upon and 
her fleet. Dut that case was not at 
all parallel with this. No, sir; 

pose dto be given in compliance 


destruction of 
the notice is pro- 
with the tre aty 
stipulation, and it would leave us exactly where 
we were before the treaty was made. 

Mr. B. pointed to various circumstances which 
induced the necessity of a settlement of this ques- 
tion; whether some new compromise should be 
proposed and agreed upon, or whether we pro- 
ceeded to take a wossession of the territory. 
He believed, with the honorable and venerable 
gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams,] that 
the notice would not lead to war. 

He had been surprised of late to find that many 
gentlemen thought that whatever Great Britain 
might do, we were not to ficht for the maintenance 
of our rights. Some of those who not long ago 
were clamorous for the whole of Oregon or none, 
were now disposed to sue for peace upon almost 
any terms. But he hoped that many would still 
stand up to the mark, and that our title to the whole 
of Oregon would be maintained at any cost, and at 
every hazard. 

It was a remark, beautiful and philosophical in 
its spirit, made by a gentleman from South Caroli- 
na, that so faras honor was concerned, it could not 
be mixed up with a question of interest. In one 
sense the gentleman might be right, but in another 
he was wrong. Mr. B. referred to the principle 
laid down by General Jackson, that this country, 
in regard to its foreign relations, should adopt the 
principle of demanding nothing which is not right, 
and of submitting to nothing which is wrong. And 
that, in Mr. B.’s opinion, was the true rule of hon- 
or; and it was in thet sense that national honor 
was concerned in this question. 

Mr. B. spoke of the apprehended results of a 
war, the destruction of property on the seaboard, 
the annihilation of our commerce, and a prostration 
of the cotton interest, as the spirit which had been 
canjured up in opposition to this notice. He ad- 
mitted that these interests were very great, but he 
did not see that therefore we should surrender 
Oregon, or decline to fight for its defence. He 
would say that no nation desired to be possessed 
of such valuable interests, unless she was able and 
willing to defend them. He knew very well that 
the property hazarded in Charleston alone was 


solute 
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worth more than everything in Oregon, or that | 


would be there in a hundred years. 
was willing to admit that, and still he would con- 
tend that all the hazards and dangers of war ought 
to be encountered in defence of our rights to that 
territory. Perhaps there was never a case of war 
between nations in which the costs of the war did 
not exceed in amount the value of any pecuniary 
interest immediately involved in it. What had 
made England great? She had spent vast sums in 
war, but war had given her confidence at home, 
and influence abroad. If her prosperity had been 
promoted by the arts of peace, it had been secured 
by the art of war. She could trace her title to her 
possessions, and to her power, to her victories by 
sea and land during the whole period of her his- 
tory. The glorious pleasures, profits, and honors 
of peace had been much dwelt upon in this discus- 
sion—so much that he feared that its effects may 
have been almost enervating upon us. A nation, 
he thoueht, had passe d its best day when it ceased 
to rely upon the sword to defend and secure the 
blessings which it enjoyed; agd any nation that, 
from fear of its adversary, conceded its just rights, 
was doomed to speedy downfall. It was in the 
destiny of nations to decline from that hour in 
which the y timidly abandoned the defence of their 
rivhts. 

In our case we had at all times claimed the sov- 
ereignty over the soil of Oregon; and how, without 
the deepest disgrace and dishonor, could we sur- 
render it—especially after it has been.announced 
tous, upon the best authority, that our title to it 
was clear and unquestionable? He could not see 
how our title should be deliberately asserted to 
he good to the whole territory, and yet be sub- 
ject to a compromise or an abandonment. He 
would ask whether it would become a young, 
wealthy, and powerful republic like 
this, to give up to Great Britain, or to any na- 
tion—but least of all to Great Britain—a territory 
to which we claimed a clear and unquestionable 
You need not tell me of the horrors of war, 
or of the power of Great Britain, nor of her one 
hundred and thirty steam vessels, nor of her for- 
midable preparations by sea and by land. We 
were told the same thine during the last war. He 
remembered that when the question arose, during 
the last war, upon some bill for the defence of the 
country, it was said that Great Britain was a very 
powerful nation; it was very dangerous to go to 
war with her; and that it was very idle to ficht 
about a few worn-out, dissipated sailors, who 
eared nothing for themselves. What was the an- 
swerto it?) It was given by the most eloquent 


Vi rorous, 


titles 


man who ever appeared on this floor; and he | 


should never forget the impression which his elo- 
quent reply had made upon his mind. [Mr. B. 
here recited a passage from Mr. Clay’s reply to 
Mr. Quincy.] Mr. B. wished that he were pos- 


sessed of such powers of eloquence, that he could || 


awaken the whole people of the country to a sense 
of their true honor and interests as involved in this 
question, 


Mr. B. was surprised to hear the gentleman from | 


Virginia speaking in a sneering manner of the en- 
thusiastic spirit which the West had displayed on 
this subject, especially when it had been the policy 


of this Government, from its earliest origin, to pro- | 
mote new settlements in the West, and in all our |! 
It had been its policy to extend, as || 
far as possible, American power, and the area of | 


vacant lands. 


freedom and civilization accompanying it. It was 


in this manner that Wisconsin, Illinois, all the | 


western States and Territories, and even Oregon, 
had been peopled by enthusiastic men—men who 
encountered the privations of the forest and the 


wilderness, to lay the foundations of civilization | 


and liberty, which were our boast and our power. 
3ut now, you say these men went out on their 
own hook. 
you say, had no right to go there, and they must 


take care of themselves, and not rely upon us for | 
their defence, which might involve us in a war | 


with the most powerful nation on the earth. But 


we must say to them, that although Oregon is ours, || 


we have not the courage to defend it; that we 
would like very well that they would go there, and 
take good wagons, and axes, and rifles with them, 
and make settlements, and revolutionize the coun- 
try, and then we would come in and claim all the 
glory and all the advantages of their enterprise. 


There were men in his district of 70 years of age 
‘whe had emigrated to Oregon, and also boys of 18. 


At least he | 


The men who have gone to Oregon, | 
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He could not say to them that they must do tha 
best they could; for, as to fighting for them, thers 
|| was a dark spirit in the air which forbade it. Mr. 
| B. here remarked upon the fact, that, for som, 


| ° ome 
years past, it had been generally conceded in (oy. 


' 
|| gress that Oregon was rightfully ours; and a pro». 
|| osition to exercise sovereignty over it failed, at php 
last session, by only two votes in the Sena. 
| Was not this an inducement to the people of the 
|| United States to go to Oregon? Should they aan 
rely upon the declarations of Mr. Polk in his jar. 
message? Should they not rely upon the Amer. 
can name, and the principle of American proy 
| The faith and honor of the country were pledged 
for their defence and protection. He (Mr, 2.) «: 
least was willing to stand by them, and especially 
| when he considered that the measure now Propose i 
was not aggressive upon Great Britain, and did 
not necessarily tend to provoke a war. He re. 
garded it as a peaceful measure; and the only ay. 
gument against it was, that Great Britain, iy) je; 
caprice and her power, would take exception to it, 
and that we must give up Oregon, or Great Britain 
would burn our seabord towns. To state this ay- 
gument was to answer it. 

The gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Yawcey) 
had pointed to some local objections to a war wit); 
Great Britain. That gentleman had said that jf yo 
went into this war, the result of it would be that 
Great Britain would take Oregon, and that we 
would therefore take Canada, and that the North 
and East would be aggrandized at the expense of 
the West. This was the first time that he (Mr. B.) 
had learned that the outbreaks of freedom were only 

| to be encouraged at the South and at the Wes’, 
whilst all that was north of the present boundary of 
the United States ought to be kept under monareh- 
ical subjection. The West, as he believed, would 
repudiate such a sentiment. Sir, (said Mr. B.) I am 
from the Far West, and I confess that I did not 
desire the annexation of Texas to the Union: for 
I was willing to abide by all the compromises of 
the Constitution. But the act has been done: the 
deed is accomplished; and we are now pressed for- 
ward to the acquisition of California, and even of 
Mexico itself. If any one thought that the acquisi- 
tion of Canada was to be an injury to the West 
and an advantage to the North, it was not to be said 
in this House. 

I believe (said Mr. B.) that the notice will not 
lead toa war, and I think that the question will 
settled in some way, and in an amicable manner. 
If the 49th parallel should be offered to Mr. Polk 
as acompromise by Great Britain, he would accept 
it; and even if Great Britain offered it with some 
modifications more favorable to her, he still be- 
lieved that it would be accepted. He had seen 
more than one of those who now rejected the de- 
crees which were ratified by the Baltimore Conven- 
tion with their own assent, who now thought that 
the 49th parallel was a very reasonable point of 
| compromise. It had seemed to be forgotten that 
the party which elected Mr. Polk had so recently 
|| declared that our title was good up to the line ot 
54° 40’. 

He would ask whether, if Great Britain would 
not give up the territory now, when would she 
give itup? Would any one answer him this ques- 
tion? Ifshe intended to give it up at all, at any 
time, would she not give it up after this notice: 

If she would not surrender it now, it was evident 
that she never would do so, and that she would 
"never permit us to enjoy the advantages of any of 
its bays or harbors, or of “— of its facilities for 
| navigation and commerce. Entangled, as _— 
Britain was, in her European concerns, she would 
“not deem Oregon worth the struggle of a war. 
Her fears for the safety of her American posses- 
sions, and for the prestige of her glory, would, a3 
he thought, render her willing to surrender Oregon 
now; and more especially to a nation whose pop'- 
lation was spreading into it, and had long ass¢ rted 
its right to the territory which it neither could nor 
would abandon. But if we must fight for Oregon, 
why not do it now as well as at any future a. 
Some said we were not prepared for a conflict with 
such a power. It was true that we had not a 
pended our meney in ships, but our money = 
| remained in the hands of the people, ready to ‘i 
| brought out at any time when it might be neede 
| for the public defence. He did not nae that 
we would be called upon to do anything more 
| than to strengthen our fortifications, until the crisis 
‘| actually arose. When war did arise, it would de- 


ress? 


| 
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velop wealth, and strength, and means of defence | 
in our mines, and in our forests, and in our waters; 
and from the land, everywhere, would spring up 
armed legions. — I 

Gentlemen said that a war would cost two hun- 
dred millions; [a voice: ** Five hundred ;”’} some 
say that it would cost five hundred millions; and 
the gentleman from South Carolina, who sees such 
dark sights in the air, will probably estimate it at 
4 thousand millions. It was said, too, that the 
Government would have no credit in a war. How 
was it during the last war? The country went 
through it, under the greatest possible disadvan- 
tages. What was credit? It consisted in the sta- 
pility and character of a Government. If, after 
thirty years of peace and of unparalleled prosperi- 
ty, this country would rather yield up its soil than 
defend it, then it did not deserve the character of 
stability, and would be entitled to no credit. But 
he believed that, with a just regard to our credit, 
and a wise and prudent course of conduct, we could 
eo throuch a third struggle for territory with the 
same success that crowned our efforts in one war 
against taxation, and another war against impress- 
ment, No nation would deserve any credit which 
was not always ready to defend itself. 

When the honor and dignity of this country re- 
quired us to fight, no one could say that we would 
be unable to find the money to carry on the war. 
With such resources as the United States possess- 
ed, there could be no danger from war, and the 
mercenary spirit of dollars and cents would not 
prevent us from asserting our rights; for whenever 
a people began to talk of yielding what belonged to 
them, rather than defend it, it was a token that 
they would not exist long as an independent na- 
tion. 


He had been told by an intelligent gentleman 
from Montreal that it had been announced in some 
publication in that city, under the sanction of an 
association, that the disruption of the American 
States was at hand, and that New England, New 
York, and the western States would be united with 
Canada under the British dominion, but that the 
South must take care of themselves. He would 
not be willing to be annexed in this manner. He 
mentioned this to show how idle were the sectional 
distinctions which had been drawn in regard to 
this question. 

The speech of the gentleman from South Caroli- 
na, {Mr. Hotmes,] he said, seemed to have much 
more regard for the interest of the cotton-growing 
country than for the honor of the nation. The 
question seemed to be regarded as a western ques- 
tion—as one in which the West had some peculiar 
interest ; but she had none that he knew of. In 
the last war, the West poured out her blood as free- 
lyas did any portion of the country. New Or- 
leans and the River Raisin would forever attest to 
this. But now, although we must have California, 
and perhaps all Mexico, after having taken Texas, 
we were told that the assertion of our title to Ore- | 
gon was a matter in which the West was alone in- || 
terested. It had been said that in time of war we 
should be obliged to resort to direct taxes, which || 
would fall heavily upon the property on the sea- | 
hoard. _It was true that their costly equipages, 
their wines and plate, would be subject to taxation; | 
but all these were luxuries; while the West would 
be taxed, not for luxuries, but for the bare neces- 
saries of life. What was the West to gain by it? 
jut the West would go for it, and stand by it, be- 
cause they had been told and believed that the soil 
was our own; and, moreover, they believed that 
. _ our manifest destiny to occupy and peo- 
Ne it, 

What (said Mr. B.) was destiny? Was it not 
the duty of every statesman to look, not only at 
what a country 1s, but to look forward and see 
what (by the blessings of God) it may become? 

He claimed Oregon, because it was contiguous 
‘o our own territory, and would be peopled by 
those kindred to us in blood, in language, and in 
everything else. He loved peace and despised war; | 
but when war should come, he trusted that it | 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, January 30, 1846. 
The Journal of yesterday was read, and ap- 


) proved. 


Mr. WENTWORTH, in pursuance of previous 
notice, introduced a bill declaring the assent of 
Congress to the State of [linois imposing a tax 
upon all lands hereafter sold by the United States 
in that State, after the time of such sale; which 
bill was read twice, and referred to the Committee 
on Publie Lands. 

Mr. DELANO, on leave given, offered the fol- 
lowing resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That a select committee of five be ap- 
pointed, with instructions to inquire into the valid- 
ity of the claims of the State of Ohio to the per 
cent. on the minimum price of the lands within 
her limits which have been taken to satisfy land 
warrants for military services during the revolu- 
tionary war. 

The SPEAKER proceeded to call the commit- 
tees for reports. 

Mr. BARRINGER, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, made a report upon the 
petition of the widow of Captain John Baldridge, 
accompanied by a bill for her relief; which was 
read twice, and committed. 

Mr. COCKE, from the Committee on Invalid 


Pensions, made an adverse report upon the case of 


Nathaniel Shiflett; which report was laid upon the 
table. 

Mr. C. also, from the same committee, report- 
ed bills of the following titles: 

A bill granting a pension to Orvis Crosby; 

A bill granting a pension to Elijah C. Babbitt; 
accompanied by a report in each case; which bills 
were read twice and committed. 

Mr. GOODYEAR, from the same committee, 
made an adverse report upon the petitions of Jo- 
seph Craigmiles, of Stacy Lanephere, of Joseph 
Bell, and of Pliny Pierce; which reports were laid 
on the table. 

Mr. DELANO, from the same committee, made 
adverse reports upon the cases of Joseph John- 
son, Richard Buchanan, John Owen, and Sam- 
uel Bernap; which reports were laid upon the 


_ table. 


Mr. D. also, from the same committee, report- 
ed bills of the following titles: 

A bill authorizing the agent for paying pensions 
at Cincinnati, to pay John Wing any arrears of 
pension money due to Dorothy Terrill, deceased; 


| and 


A bill for the relief of John Porter; accompa- 


| nied by a report in each case; which bills were 


read twice and committed. 
Mr. R. SMITH, from the Committee on Roads 


' and Canals, reported a bill to grant to the State of 
| Illinois a right of way through the public lands of 


the United States, and for other purposes, to aid 
in the construction of the Northern Cross railroad, 
acompanied by a report in writing; which bill was 


|| read twice and committed. 


Mr. S. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the bill relative to the railroad leading 
from Jackson, through Brandon, to the western 
boundary of Alabama, reported the same without 
amendment, accompanied by a report in writing. 

Ordered, That the said bill be committed to the 
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Committee of the Whole House on the state of the | 
| Union. 


Mr. BELL, from the same committee, made ad- 
verse reports upon the petitions of Enoch Dobyns 
and Joseph Pulcifer; which reports were laid npon 
the table. 

Mr. B. also, from the same committee, made a 


| report upon the case of Isaiah Parker, accompanied 
| by a bill for his relief; which was read twice, and 


committed. : 
Mr. WILLIAMS, from the same committee, to 


| which was referred petitions upon the same sub- 


A be met in such a manner as to insure to our i 
Children and our children’s children, the whole || 


territory rightfully belonging to us, as long as our | 


country shall be true to its manifest and ultimate 
destiny ! 


Mr. HOGE obtained the floor, and on his mo- | 


ject, reported a bill to aid in the construction of cer- 
tain roads in the Territory of Wisconsin; which 
bill was read twice, and committed. 

Mr. STROHM, from the same committee, to 
which was referred the subject of granting aid to 
the Columbus and Sandusky Turnpike Company, 
made a report thereon, accompanied by the follow- 
ing resolution; which was read, considered, and 
agreed to, viz: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
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to the present condition of the Columbus and San- 
dusky turnpike road; whether the said road is kept 
in such a state of repair as will enable the Federal 
Government to realize, in case of need, the advan- 
tages contemplated by the act of Congress approved 
March 3, 1827, entitled “‘An act to grant a certain 
quantity of land to the State of Olio for the pur- 
pose of making a read from Columbus to Sandus- 
ky;’’ and if not in such condition, why the said 
road is not put and kept in repair; and that the 
President communicate to this House the answer 
which he may receive from the Governor of Ohio. 

Mr. MARSH, from the Committee on Patents, 
made a re port upon the pe tition of Elisha H. 
Holmes, accompanied by a bill for his relief; which 
bill was read twice and committed, 

Mr. DANIEL P. KING, from the Committee 
on Accounts, reported the following preamble and 
resolution : 

Whereas, the Clerk of this House is, by law, 
made the responsible officer for the prope r dis- 
bursement of the contingent fund, and is required 
to give bond for the faithful disbursement thereof; 
therefore, 

Resolved, That from and after the passage of this 
resolution, all contracts, bargains, and agreements 


relative to the furnishing of any matter or thing, 
or for the performance of any labor for the House 
of Representatives, shall be made with the Clerk, 
or approved by him, before any allowance shall be 
made therefor by the Committee on Accounts. 

‘The said resolution was read; and the question 
being put to the Llouse, Il Was decided in the at- 
firmative. 

So the resolution was adopted. 


On motion of Mr. WIN'THROP, 

Ordered, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be discharged from the consideration of the 
case of Thomas Sandford, and that it be referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. DANIEL, from the Committee of Claims, 
made a report upon the petition of Samuel D. 
Enochs, accompanied by a bill for his relief; which 
bill was read twice and committed. 

Mr. D. also, from the same committee, made 
an adverse report upon the case of 'Teacle Savage, 
administrator of Balitha Laws. 

On motion of Mr. DANIEL, ordered that the 
Committee of Claims be discharged from the con- 
sideration of the case of the witow of Seth Bobb, 
senior, deceased, and that it be referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

On motion of Mr. DANIEL, 

Ordered, That the same committee be discharged 
from the consideration of the memorial of the cit- 
izens of the State of Florida, for indemnity for 
losses sustained during the Seminole war, and 
that it be referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
clary. 

Mr. GORDON, from the same committee, made 
a report upon the petition of Gregory Thomas, 
and other owners of the New York pilot-boat 
Washington, accompanied by a bill for their relief; 
which bill was read twice and committed. 

Mr. G. also, from the same committee, made ad- 
verse reports upon the petitions of Ira sore 
and David B. Ogden; which reports were laid upon 
the table. 

Mr. GILES, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to which the petitions were referred, reported bills 
of the following titles: 

A bill for the relief of N. & L. Dana & Co.; 

A bill for the relief of Philip and Eliphelet Gree- 
ley; . 

A bill to remit the duties on certain goods de- 
stroyed by fire at the conflagration in the city of 
New York on the night of the 19th of July last; 

A bill for the continuation of the public works 
at Bridgeport harbor, in the State of Connecticut; 
which bills were read twice and committed. 

Mr. MeCLELLAND, from the same commit- 
tee, made a report upon the case of Lewis H. 
Bates and William Lacon, aecompanied by a bill 
for their relief; which bill was read twice and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. McC. also, from the same commiitee, made 
an adverse report upon the petition of Lemuel 
Williams; which report was laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. McCLELLAND, 


Ordered, That the same committee be discharged 
from the consideration of the memorial of the cit- 


"aE ay 


ete 


ion the committee rose, 1 be, and is hereby, requested to apply to the Gov- 


And the House adjourned. : ernor of the State of Ohio for information in regard || izens of Ohio for an appropriation for a naval dépét 
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at Toledo, and that it be referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. : 

Mr. LAWRENCE, from the same committee, 
made an unfavorable report upon the petition of 
Charles W. Pingley; which was laid upon the 
table. 

Mr. SEAMAN, from the same committee, to 
which was referred the bill for the relief of Eman- 
uel Berri and John M. Reese, reported an amend- 
atory bill, accompanied by their memorial. 

Ordered, That the said bill be committed. 

On motion of Mr. McCLELLAND, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Publie Lands 
he dy 


} a , : 
rimt of CMIZenNS 


charged from the consideration of the memo- 
of Armstrong county, in the State 
of Pennsylvania, in favor of the freedom of the 
public lands. Also, of the memorial of the citi- 

Knox county, in the State of Ohio, 
transfer of the lands to the States 
Also, from two me- 
morials from the citizens of Fayette county, in the 
State of Pennsylvania, in favor of 


yens of 


for the 


pulslie 
in which they are situated. 
vranting tue 
pubhe Jands in tracts to actual settlers; and that 


said memorials be committed. 


On motion of Mr. RELFE, 

Ordered, "That the same committee be dischareed 
memorial of EK. M. Chamberlain and E. 
Kilis, fora donation of land for purposes 
it be referred to the Com- 
and Canals. 

Mr. RELFE, 

Ordered, That the same committee be dis thareed 
from the consideration of the petition of Willis L. 
Williams, in favor of the adjudic ition of the claims 
of Jacques ¢ aymorgan, and that it be referred to 
the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. THOMAS SMI rif, from the same com- 
mittee, made a report upon the ease of James G, 
MeCloud, accompanied by a bill for his relief; 
which bill was read twice and committed. 


from the 
W.N. 
of a railroad, and that 


mittee on Roads 


On motion of 


Mr. 8., also, from the same committee, made a 
report-upon the jp tition of James Anderson, ac- 
companied by a bill to confirm an entry of land, 
made by the administrator of James Anderson, 
deceased, of Lowa ‘Territory; which bill was read 
twice and committed. 7 

Mr. Ce ILL \ MER, from the same committee > 
made an adverse report upon the peltions of citi- 
vens of the State of Illinois, for compe nsation to 
the inhabitants of township 9, for the 16th section; 
which report was laid upon the table, 

Mr. McILVAINE, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported a joint reso- 
lution to settle the claims of Alexander M. Cum- 
mings, accompanied by areport; which resolution 
was read twice and committed. 

Mr. RATHBUN, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported a bill to regulate the proceed- 
ines mn the circuit and district courts of the United 
States, and for other purposes; which bill was read 
twice and committed. 

Mr. PETTIT, from the same committee, made 
an adverse report upon the resolution of the House 
of the 13th instant, relative to a repeal of the 4th 
section of the bill making appropriations for the 
civil and diplomatic expenses of Government for 
the year ending 30th June, 1846; which report was 
laid upon the table. 

Mr. DANIEL P. KING, from the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims, reported bills of the fol- 
lowing titles: 

A bill for the relief of Joseph W. Newcomb; 

A bill for erecting a monument to the memory 
of General Joseph Warren; accompanied by a re- 
port in each case; which bills were read twice, and 
committed. 

Mr. CLARKE, from the same committee, made 
an adverse report upon the petition of the repre- 
sentatives of Udney Hyde; which report was laid 
on the table. 

Mr. JOHN H. EWING, from the same com- 
mittee, made a report upon the case of the legal 
representatives of Simon Spalding, accompanied 
by a bill for their relfef; which bill was read twice, 
and committed. 


Mr. ANDREW JOHNSON, from the Com- | 


mittee on Private Land Claims, to which was re- 
ferred the bill to amend an act approved the 24th 
of February, 1843, entitled ** An act to amend an 
act for the relief of George Mayfield,” approved 
July 27th, 1842, reported the same without amend- 
ment. 


Ordered, 'That the said bill be committed. 
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On motion of Mr. HARALSON, 

Ordered, That the Commitee on Military Affairs | 
be discharged from the consideration of the peti- || 
tion of Martha Twist, and that it be referred to | 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. | 

On motion of Mr. McCRATE, | 

Ordered, ‘That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
he discharged from the consideration of the peti- i 
tious of Holt Ingraham and Daniel Sampson; and | 
that said petitions be laid upon the table. 

On leave given, Mr. STEPHENS presented a | 
the Legislature of the State of | 
Georgia, in relation to the claims of said State. 

Mr. BUFFINGTON (objection having been 
made) moved a suspension of the rules to enable 
him to present ceriain joint resolutions of the Le- 
gislature of Pennsylvania. 

‘The House refused to suspend the rules. 

Some conversation took place between Mr. Mar- 
tins of Kentucky, and the Cuarr, in relation toa 
motion to excuse Mr. McDoweE tu from service on | 
the Committee on Mileace. | 

The motion (if it was such) led to no action, the 
Speaker having stated that all motions of that char- 
acter must come from the member himself. 

Mr. WHITE asked the House at this time to | 
take up and consider a motion, heretofore made by | 
him, to print 5,000 extra cop s of the report in re- 
lation to mineral lands. | 


* 


resolution of 


Objection was made. 

Mir. W. W. CAMPBELL (leave having been | 
denied) moved a suspension of the rules, to enable | 
him to offer a resolution, calling for information on | 
the Seeretary of the Treasury in relation to the va- | 
rions depos ; of the public moneys. 

The rules were not suspended. . 

Mr. BOWLIN eave notice of a motion to recon- 

der the vote by which Mr. Denawo’s resolution | 
(see above) had been adopted. Mr. B. was under- | 
stood to desire to have the resolution so modified 
as to make it general in its application. 

‘The motion was entered on the journal. 

Mr. BAKER asked leave to make a personal | 
explanation. 

No objection having been made, 

Mr. B. proceeded to read the following para- | 
graph from last evening’s Union: 

** Tle trusted that he need not say that he was of 
‘the party that elected Mr. Polk. He had given 
‘his feeble influence to the success of that party 
‘and of their nomimation, and he trusted that the 
‘principle on which that nomination was made 
‘would be sustained.”’ 

Now, (continued Mr. B.,) [do not complain of 
the general tenor of the report of the ** Union.” I 
have rather to thank the reporter for the pains he | 
has taken with it. Butin this report he has done | 
me gross and erying injustice. * I did not say that 
[ had given my feeble support to the success of | 
Mr. Polk. I was opposed to his election. I am 
opposed to every measure of his administration of | 
a mere party character. I need not say this in my | 
own district, or to my own people. But I desire | 
to say it here, so that wherever this report shall 
go, the correction may go also—wherever the 
bane goes, the antidote may follow. I now say, | 
that, except so far as Mr. Polk may be for the 
honor of the country in our foreign relations, I am 
opposed to him. I rejoice in being a whig. I 
would rather be a whig defeated than a democrat | 
snecessful. Tam for Mr. Clay. I would be wil- | 
ling to run him again. I would rather vote for | 
him than any man in the world. And I take occa- | 
sion to say that, as in all times past I have given | 
my warm support to whig men and whig princi- | 
ples, so in either fortune, amid disaster and defeat, 
to the very last of my blood and my breath, I am | 
a whig constant, unchanging, now and forever. 

[The explanation was concluded amidst roars of | 
laughter, some calls to order, and a vigorous ap- | 
plication of the Speaker’s hammer to the table.] 


OREGON. 


On motion of Mr. HOGE, the House resolved | 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, (Mr. Tissarts, of Kentucky, in the 
chair,) and resumed the consideration of the joint 
resolution of notice. 

Mr. HOGE was entitled to the floor, and ad- || 
dressed the committee during the hour. {| 

Mr. H., after some prefatory remarks, expres- || 
sive of the propriety of every gentleman, on a || 
question like this, freely expressing the convictions I 
of his own judgment, declaratory of the fact that 
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itoris 


| 


i 
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| with this question. 





the course he should pursue on this question was 
the same as he had taken at the last session of 
Congress, he not having been within the cateo 
of western men alluded to by Mr. Ruert at Seen. 
vious stage of the debate, who at the last Session 
voted against the amendmentof Mr. Apams for the 
giving the notice, and indicative of his desire 
present the reasons for his support of the resol). 
tion before the committee, lest by a silent vote 
should be placed within the category of those who 
were for rushing recklessly into all the horrors of 
war, proceeded to say, that while he confessed je 
entertained no love for Great Britain, he was vet 
by no means full of that warlike furor that the hoy. 
orable gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Kexvepy] 
seemed to think necessarily belonged to all the rep- 


ory 


to 


he 


resentatives of the State from which he came. (rr. 
tainly, in the remarks of two of his (Mr. H,’s) 
colleagues there was something a little warlike: for 
one of them [Mr. Baker] seemed resolved to oo 
for the measures proposed in reference to Oregon, 
because it was our ** manifest destiny” to obtaiy 
exclusive possession of that entire territory, and 
the other [Mr. Doverass] went for 54° 40' now, 
if not sooner, and for the north pole, if not a little 
further. He did not partake in the glorious cay- 
paigns which had been alluded to the other day by 
the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. C. B. Syyrv.) 
either in their dangers or their honors, but he hoped 
he should not be considered invidious, or disposed 
to pluck any of the green laurels which clustered 
around the heads of gentlemen who had fieured so 
conspicuously in that war, if he should merely in- 
timate that he had never known so brilliant a yili- 
tary reputation achieved in a campaign so blood- 
less in its results. 

He had one word more to say to his colleague, 
[Mr. Baker.] It was perfectly proper for the 
gentleman to set himself right as to his political 
course, where he was not known; but certainly it 
was not necessary for him at home to make the ex- 
planation; no man there ever supposed him to be 
ademocrat. But he (Mr. H.) regretted that his 
colleague was induced, in his great zeal to clear 
his skirts of any connexion with the democracy, 
to repudiate one of the most consolatory texts of 
the Scripture—that text which announced to the 
unfortunate that 

While the lamp holds out to burn, 
The vilest sinner may return.” 


[A voice: “In what part of the Scripture do you 
find that?’’] 

Mr. BAKER wished to explain; but 

Mr. HOGE declining to yield the floor, pro- 
ceeded to express his regrets that there had been 
attempts in this House to give this debate some- 
thing of a sectional, a party, and a personal char- 
acter; and he considered in bad taste the attempt 
of the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Kivxe,} 
to connect with this question the name of a certain 
distinguished statesman, for whom he (Mr. H.) 
professed to entertain as high a regard as any one 
from the gentleman’s own State. And he would 
tell the gentleman from South Carolina that he 
was mistaken if he supposed that any personal 
consideration connected with the elevation, or with 
the downfall, of any individual, had anything to do 
It might be, and he believed 
it would be, that the weight of this great question 
in its onward progress would crush individual as- 
pirations, individual naan for no great national 
question in its course to final consummation but had 
passed through a very grave-yard of dead polit'- 
cians. It might be the fate of this great question; 
but sure he was, that its bearing upon politicians 
would neither facilitate or impede its progress. He 
looked upon it as a great American question—is 
the great question of the day. He was further 
convinced that no matter what might be the ter- 
mination of this discussion, what might be the 
vote which they should finally give upon this res- 
olution, the matter is to be terminated within 
twelve or eighteen months, at all events, with or 
without the notice, with or without any action on 
the part of this House. There wasa spirit abroad 
in the country that would bring this question to an 
issue, ‘*peaceably if we can, forcibly if we must. 

Mr. H. referred to the general unanimity which 
had been manifested in the progress of the discus- 
sion—all being for Oregon, and for the whole of 
Oregon now, and all agreeing on the great political, 
commercial, and military advantages of that terri- 
tory, and all agreeing on the validity of our title. 


Even the learned and distinguished gentleman from 





1846. 


Massachusetts, [Mr. Wiunturop,] who thought our 








title came from musty sources, did not take his seat | 
yntil he had proclaimed that the superiority of our | 


title over the British title would be pronounced if 
the question were submitted to a court of justice. 
tut it was reserved for a representative from the 
erent Commonwealth of Virginia, (Mr. PENDLE- 
TON,] in the face of the facts, in the face of the ar- 
eyuments of every historian, orator, and diplomat- 
ist, who had ever spoken or written upon this 
question, to find out that the territory of Oregon 
was not worth a farthing; and it was reserved to 
another equally distinguished gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, (Mr. Bay.y,] to find out, but in the face of 
the uniform position which this Government had 
maintained for thirty years,in the face of argu- 
ments of the most acute diplomatic ability, to dis- 


cover that the title of the United States to the Ore- | 


von territory north of 49° is not worth a straw. 
How changed was the position of that great State 


unon this question, so far as her representatives had | 


been heard from ! 
Mr. BAYLY interposed, and remarked, if the 


gentieman alluded to him in his latter remark, he || 


had only to say that he had entirely misunderstood 
his arcument. 

Mr. HOGE resumed. That (he said) was his 
misfortune perhaps; it was certainly not owing to 
the want of clearness of the gentleman; for he un- 


derstood him to lay down his position distinctly, | 


and to sustain it by very ingenious arguments, that 
our title north of 499 was not wortha straw. And 
the gentleman was followed by the gentleman from 
[ndiana, {Mr. Owen,] whose argument, with all 
due deference, he must be allowed to say, was 
more specious than sound—who held that our title 
was not good beyond 495 degrees. 

Mr. OWEN explained. The gentleman from 
Ilinois had wholly misunderstood him. He (Mr. 
Owen) had argued, that, according to the showing 
even of British-claimed documents, we had a per- 
fect right of territory to forty-nine and a half; and 


an equal right with Great Britain north of that par- 


allel. 

Mr. HOGE continued. The natural inference 
from the gentleman’s own argument, as now ex- 
plained, was, that our title would not stand beyond 
49:0. The gentleman stated truly that we claimed 
to 54° 40’; and he proposed, by a sort of compro- 
mise, to fix the line at 52°, 

Mr. H. was about to show the difference between 
the position of the modern patriotism of Virginia, 
and that of its patriotism in former days. He read 
an extract from a speech of Governor Floyd, of 


Virginia, of whom he spoke in high terms of enco- | 
mium, in the House of Representatives, in 1829, in | 
reply (as he said) to arguments like those which | 


had been advanced by gentlemen here in regard to 
the value of the territory 


r 


danger of asserting our rights. 


{Nore.—The reporter is disappointed in not be- | 


ing furnished with the extracts in this speech, and 
is hence obliged to omit them. Among other 


points, this extract urged the necessity of going | 
forward to an inflexible maintenance of our rights, | 
independent of any declarations made by the Brit- | 


ish Government on the subject.] 

Sir, (said Mr. H.,) that is the kind of Virginia 
patriotism which I like to see. 

Mr. BAYLY. Did that 
than the line of 49°, 


Mr. HOGE. That question was not then in dis- | 
pute at all, but whether we should take military | 


possession of the country—whether we should as- 
sert our rights to that territory. 

Mr. H. did not like that patriotism which counted 
the cost; which turned pale and trembled at the con- 
sequences; which hesitates, falters,and doubts when 
great national questions are to be decided, when 
great national interests are at stake. 

He referred to the speech of Mr. Hoxmes, as 
having dwelt upon our entire want of preparation 
for war, upon the deadly blow which it would in- 
flict upon all our interesis; and after having lashed 
us round the world, and cut off every hope, the hon- 
orable gentleman (he said) had expired in a blaze 


of glory which was to be achieved by the Sumters, | 


the Pickenses, and all the other * game cocks” of 
the kingdom of South Carolina. He congratulated 
the nation on the return of the State of South Caro- 
lina to n eason; he was glad to see that she was be- 
aap to give us a little admixture of prudence in 
ver rash counsels. She was not now ready in de- 
ence of a mere territorial right to run the hazard of 


of Oregon, and to the | 


gentleman go further | 


| at issue, there could not be a difference. 
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war. But how long was it since South Carolina 
had been ready, in opposition to a law passed by 
this Congress, not to plunge this nation into a war 
with our ancient enemy—into no foreign war—but 
a war in which the hand of brother should be raised 
arainst brother, of father against father, of country- 
man against countryman ? How long was it—how 
many moons had run their course, since a distin- 
guished Senator from South Carolina had stood in 
his seat in the Senate chamber, and speculated upon 
the disruption of this Union, and upon the forma- 
tion of a distinct confederacy—the visions only to 
be realized in the ruins of the Constitution, and the 
scheme only to be carried out amid all the horrors 
of a civil and a servile war? He was elad that 
South Carolina was coming to reason. If this new- 
born zeal for peace continued to gain ground in 
that State, we would not be likely again to be placed 
in the position we once feared in relation to the 
tariff legislation of this country. 

He was about to remark on the extraordinary 


| position which this debate had been made to as- 


sume. He referred to the facts under which this 
question was now presented; to the announcement 
by the President of the United States, in pursu- 
ance of his duty, that all nevotiations on the Ore- 
gon question were at anend, and his recommendn- 
tion to Congress to take such measures as they 
deemed advisable for the maintenance of ourrights; 
to the proposition in the resolution before the com- 
mittee, reported from the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, to exercise a plain right under our treaty 
stipulations; and to the declaration with which 
they were met, that the passage of this resolution 
was a declaration of war—of war, in the language 


| of the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Penpieron,] 


not only inevitable, but immediate. The gentle- 
man’s colleague did not precisely coneur with him, 


| but said it was the consequent measures which 


were to follow the edoption of the resolution which 
were to precipitate the country into a war; and in 
this position the honorable gentleman differed from 


| every other opponent of this notice. 


The honorable gentleman from Alabama [Mr. 
Yancey] has assumed the ground that this treaty, 
when entered into, was a substitute for war; and, 
therefore, that its repeal was war itself. He (Mr. 
H.) denied this position, and referred to the cir- 
cumstances under which the treaty was entered 
into, in proof of his declaration. He also referred 
to the fact of the notice by Russia to the Govern- 
ments of Great Britain and of the United States 


“for the termination ofa similar convention entered 


into in 1824; and that neither of these Governments 
had dreamed that the termination of that treat y— 
though so cavalierly effected—was a just cause ot 
offence. He also referred to the firm, unflinching 
declaration and vindication of our rights which had 
been made by this Government in the case of the 
French treaty; in the case of our negotiations with 
Naples, made from the deck of our ship-of-war, 
and in our difficulties with Spain; and he urged 


| that a similar course in this case would terminate 
in a similar successful issue, and that there would | 
| be no war. 


But how changed was now the spirit 
of our dream! 


that we dare not proclaim our acknowledged rights, 


|The power of our enemy was magnified, paans 


were sung to British prowess and to British glory, 
and the weakness of our own country was exhibit- 
ed in most alarming terms. He knew not whether 
the gentleman from Alabama, who had led off in 


his predictions against the success of his country | 


in a war, prophesying defeat and dishonor to 


_ American arms in a just cause, had here made his 


first essay in the art of vaticination but he had, at 
least, illy exercised his prophetic powers in de- 


| picting the future dishonor of the arms of his ‘na- | 
| tive land. But he believed that not only in Ala- 
| bama, but in Georgia, and even in South Carolina, 
| the masses of the people were right on this Oregon 
| question. 


There was no distinction between the 
people of the West and the South on this question. 


| There might be a difference between their politi- 
cians, but among the people, whenever the integ- 


rity of the soil of their native land was the point 
’ There 
was a distinction between great politicians, south- 
ern in their principles and feelings—a distinction 


| between the politicians of the South, and the 
| South. 


They who advocated this resolution took the po- 


sition that it was the only and the best means of | 


The question was now with our | 
| ancient enemy, and we were continually reminded 


| American Government had the right to 
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avoiding the difficulties which were anticipated, 
He referred to the favorable manner tn which the 
declaration had been received in Great Britain 
which was first put forth by the present Executive, 
that the syren song of negotiation, which had lull- 
ed our judgments for the ‘ast thirty years, had lost 
its power, and that the question was now to be de- 
cided whether we would abandon or maintain our 
rights; and he read an extract from a foreign jour- 
nal on this point. That was the first echo. How 
was it followed up? Why, we found that, in the 
bitterest anu-American paper published beyond the 
ocean—in the London Times, the acknowledged or- 
gan of the British Secretary for Foreign Affairs— 
this intimation was followed up by a recommenda- 
tion to the British Government to accept the pro- 
position made by Mr. Gallatin in 1826, and reject- 
ed by that Government, as a preliminary step to- 
wards the renewal of negotiations—a recommenda- 
tion to accept the 49th parallel, or rather, to propose 
the 49th, and the free navigation of the Columbia 
river. This was the first returning echo of the 
position now assumed by our Government on this 
question, Did it look like a disposition to consider 
the passage of this resolution as a declaration of 
war? 


He referred to, and commented upon, the incon- 
sistency of the gentleman from Virginia, and of 
other gentlemen who had argued that the offence 
to Great Britain, if any offence was taken. would 
not arise from the giving of the notice, but from 
the measures which must follow the notice; and 
who, nevertheless, turned round, and told them in 
the next breath that they would go for the mea- 
sures, while the Vy opposed the notice. very veti- 
tleman who had signified his intention to vote 
against the notice on this ground, nevertheless 
went for taking military possession of this country. 

He made a passing allusion to the position of 
Mr. Ewinea, of Tennessee, whom he understood 
as holding that we had no title whatever on the 
northwest coast, and therefore it was not worth 
fighting for. 


Mr. EWING explained, that he had considered 


| our title doubtful, and that he was proceeding to 


give his views on the law of nations as bearing on 
this point, when he was interrupted by the expi- 
ration of his hour. 

Mr. HOGE continued, and expressed his dis- 
sent from the position of Mr. Bepincer, illustrated 
from the habits and characteristics of the American 
eagle. 

Le recurred to his argument that the giving the 
notice could not be considered a cause of oflence 
by the British Government. He said he differed in 
opinion with gentlemen respecting this treaty. He 
looked not upon that treaty as a treaty of acquisi- 
tion, but a treaty of concession. We had gained 
no rights and we had lost no rights under that 
treaty. We yielded not one particle—nay, in the 
negotiation, we refused to yield one particle of the 
right of sovereignty. We granted to Great Brit 
ain the easement of settling, of trading, of the 
using in common with us of our territory. We 
had the right before the making of the treaty to 


| build forts, to take possession—exclusive posses- 


sion—of the territory, and we held all our rights 
still, subject to the right of trade, to the right of 
navigation, and of settlement of those parts not a!- 
ready occupied. That he conceived to be the true 
construction of the treaty. ‘That was its admitted 
construction in the negotiation out of which it re- 
sulted. It was stated by Mr. Gallatin, in 1826, in 
one of his despatches to this Government, that 
the British Government did not deny that the 

build forts, 
and to do every act of ownership short of the ex- 
clusive military possession of the mouth of the 
Columbia river; and, with or without this notice, 
we had the right to take all the measures recom- 
mended by the President. 

But he was merely answering the assumptions 
of the opponents of this resolution; for they were 
not arguments. No one of them had condescend- 
ed to give them any argument, any reason why 
the mere passage of these resolutions was a declara- 
tion of war; and, in their judgments, they said 
there were better means of securing this territory. 
The true difference between gentlemen here was, 
that they were all for Oregon, until it became ne- 
cessary to take the first step necessary for securing 
it. This was the amount of this great unanimity 
which, it was said, had never been witnessed before 
in the history ofthis Government. They were all 
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entirely unanimous until it became necessary to 
strike a single blow. 

He characterized the position of Mr, Yancey, 
that Great Britain only wanted this territory for 
pllrnoses of the fur trade, and with no view of 
making permanent settlements there, as the most 
extraordinary position that had been taken in this 
most extraordinary debate. It seemed to be found- 
ed upon the assumption to the same effect which 
had been put forth by a Senator from Massachu- 
setts in the Senate chamber. He looked on that 
proposition as nothing more nor less than a propo- 
sition to surrender the territory north of the Colum- 
bia river, continue the treaty ten years longer, and 
he looked on the result as inevitable; we should 
not get the 495°, and much less the 52° of the 
gentleman from Indiana, or the 49° of the gentle- 
man from Alabama, but we should get what we 
had always repudiated—the line of the Columbia 
river. Mr. H. read extracts from the application 
of the Hudson Bay Company for renewal of charter 
in 1887, and of the reply of the Secretary for Colo- 
nial Affairs, granting this renewal, and referred to 
the operations and desicn of the Puget Sound Com- 
pany, showing that the desien of Great Britain 
was to make permanent agi icultural settlements in 
that territory; and could any argument, he asked, 


be stamped with greate¢, with more perfect fatuity,,” 


than that of these gentlemen opposing the notice, 
who told them that, notwithstanding the peaceable 
Britainof which they talked, 
she was now ready to ¢o to war with Jus if we 
passed this re solution concerning a territory about 
which, they areue, she does not care a straw, e€x- 
rr hunting purposes. 


- rt 
mntentions of Great 


cent fi 

‘After elancing at certain other inconsistencies of 
the position of gentlemen opposing the nouce, Mr. 
IT. passed to consider the objections made to it on 
the eround of our want of preparation for war. 
He did not acknowledge that there was any other 
preparation, in a republican Government, for war, 
the preparation of the heart. When the 
rreat American heart was right on a great Amer- 
jean national quesuon, we were always prepare d 
for war. 

Gentlemen overlooked 


1 
than 


the fact that every Ore- 
gon bill which had yet been introduced proposing 
these very es which they avowed thei 
readiness to support had been resisted and defeat- 
ed—how? Because it was said they were in vio- 
lation of the stipulations of the treaty. And these 
gentlemen, who told them they would vote against 
this notice but would geo fer the other measures, 
told them—what? They told them to stand still; 
to do nothing on this question. He held in his 
hand the record of the debate of 1829 upon the 
Oregon bill then proposing the same measures 
which these gentlemen now avow themselves 
ready to support. In this record appeared the 
speech of the Hon. Mr. Polk, of Tennessee, and 
his vote upon that bill, where he took the ground 
that no such measure could be adopted by this 
Government while the treaty remains in force— 
that the stipulations of that treaty were binding 
upon us, and that we could take no step that looks 
towards the exclusive possession of this country 
until the treAty was terminated by the giving this 
notice, Gentlemen, then, who voted for these 
measures, and against the notice as a conditio: 
precedent to all of them, told us that we were to 
remain on this question just where we have been 
for thirty years—standing still, and taking no step 
whatever. If the President entertained now the 
same opinions which he entertained in 1829, and 
if they refused to rive this notice while at the 
same time they passed bills organizing a territorial 
rovernment over Oregon, for building forts, and 
perhaps sending our military power into that re- 
gion, the President was bound to veto them, or he 
must abandon every position which he had here- 
tofore occupied on this question. 

Mr. WICK obtained the floor and spoke about 
one hour in support of the notice. Mr. W. replied 
at leneth to many of the arguments urged against 
the notice by those who had preceded him in the 
discussion ; and then, stated the grounds upon 
which he maintained our claims to Oregon. He 
was for Oregon without a war; but he was for Ore- 
gon, war orno war. He strenuously urged the 


measures 





upon with much force; and expressed his opinion | 


that Great Britain would not readily yield it. He 
ridiculed the fear of war as a motive for inaction 
on this subject, and warned gentlemen that this 
was @ progressive question, and that the people 
would take it up and carry it through. 

{His speech will be published at length in the 
Appendix. ] 

Mr. W. having concluded— 

Mr. A. JOHNSON obtained the floor. 

Mr. 8S. JONES raised the point of order that a 
member, in order to be entitled to recognition by 
the Chair, must address it from his own seat, and 
not from that of another member. 

The CHAIR decided that any seat which a mem- 
ber might occupy at the time of addressing the 
Chair, was the seat in the contemplation of the rule; 
and that the uniform practice of the House had 
been in accordance with this decision. 

Mr. 8. JONES, not directing his objection to 
the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Jonnson] in 
particular, but to the propriety of settling the 
principle generally, indicated an appeal. 

He did not, however, persist in it; and, after 
some conversation, the matter was permitted to 
drop. 

Mr. JOHNSON, thereupon, took the floor; but 
yielded (as the hour was growing late) to 

Mr. MILTON BROWN, who moved that the 
committee rise. 

And the Chairman was about to put the ques- 
tion, when 


Mr. HOPKINS suggested that, before rising, 


the committee should take up and act on the bill 
(from the Senate) establishing certain 
POST ROUTES IN TEXAS. 

The motion having been agreed to in the proper 
form, 

The bill was read through. 

And no amendment having been offered, 

Mr. HOPKINS moved that the committee rise 
and report the bill. 

Mr. CULVER moved to strike out the enacting 
clause; but the motion was not in order. 

‘The motion, however, to rise and report the bill 
being a debatable motion, 

Mr. CULVER, observing that he desired to 
submit a very few remarks, proceeded to address 
the committee ina speech of nearly an hour’s du- 
ration. He was several times called to order by 
Messrs. MeCONNELL, BAYLY, G. S. HOUS- 
TON, and PRICE, for irrelevancy; but was de- 
cided by the Chairman to be’in order, on the 
ground that he had a right to discuss the state of 
the Union generally. 

Declaring himself to have been one of those who 
had believed the annexation of Texas to be uncon- 
stitutional, and that any act which Congress might 
do to effect that object could only be a source of 
trouble in after time, and believing that the Su- 
preme Court of the United States would, on any 
proper occasion which might call for its action, 
pronounce it unconstitutional, he should (he said) 
treat the act as such, and should still, in the re- 
marks he had to make, speak of Texas as the 
republic of ‘Texas. If he rightly understood the 
matter, the proposition to establish post routes in 
Texas brought up the question whether the peo- 
ple of the United States were to pay taxes for the 
establishment of post routes under a Government 
which had been unconstitutionally hitched on to 
this country. The only respectable thing about 
the proposition of annexation was the honorable 
parentage which it had had. His friend from Ten- 
nessee [Mr. Brown] was (Mr. C. believed) its 
author, and therefore it was respectable. But, if 
he correctly understood, when it went to the other 
branch of Congress, it was so changed and ma- 
tilated that his friend could not recognise his own 
bantline. 


Mr. MILTON BROWN rose to explain. The || 


|| Sister island, in Lake Erie. The petition of R. A. Forsyth 


He (Mr. B.) did || 


gentleman did him over-honor. 
not deny his bantling, nor had he given any vote 
inconsistent with his original vote. 


finally annexed in the words of his resolution. 
Mr. CULVER, after some interruption ona point 


_ of order, proceeded to argue that Texas herself had 


| hend them. 


He was for | 
‘Texas, and always had been; and she had been | 





Jan. 30, 
bore to the last Presidential contest, and to the 
effect it had on the prospects of the candidate 
that office, and especially of Mr. Van Buren, a: 
that time the head of the Democratic party, in 
whose creed the question of annexation had eats 
made a new test. 

Connecting this subject (by a link drawn from 





Ss for 


the declaration in the Message of the Presiden 
that Mexico had precluded herself from furthe: 


claims on Texas, by the offer to acknowledge }y, . 
independence if she would not become a part of 
the American Union) with the pending question 
on Oregon, Mr. C. proceeded to express his coy. 
viction that neither negotiation nor compromise 
were of necessity precluded by the refusal of the 
British Minister to accept the proposition of Mr. 
Buchanan any more than the claims of Mexico on 
‘Texas were precluded by the refusal of the latter 
to accept the proposition of the former; that an 
offer not accepted was not obligatory, and was pot 
to be construed to the prejudice of the party con- 
cerned. He believed that all the trouble that had 
grown out of this question of Oregon had been the 
result of the swaggering tone adopted by the Pres- 
ident, and of the substitution of the dictation of 
Empire clubs, and other similar organizations, for 
the cool and respectable advice and counsel under 
which the affairs of this Government had until re- 
cent years been administered. He avowed him- 
self in favor of giving the notice, which could not 
produce war, he said, because the South did not 
want a war, and Mr. Polk was a southern man: 
and he was afraid that there was an understandin« 
between the President and Sir Robert Peel that this 
controversy should be settled in some way, and 
that the tariff and the interests of the country 
should be sacrificed. He concluded by contrast- 
ing the backwardness of southern men on the Ore- 
gon question with the hot haste which they had 
manifested for the growth and maturity of its 
twin-measure, the annexation of Texas, and sus- 
tained some of the views that have heretofore been 
advanced in reference to the restoration of the bal- 
ance of power between the North and the South. 
Mr. McCONNELL spoke a few brief sentences 
which kept the House in a roar of laughter. After 
a general disclaimer of the truth of the imputations 
cast on the men and the institutions of the South, 
he declared his belief that the South had not yet 
been fairly probed on this subject of Oregon, but 
that, at the proper time, we should see where she 
stood. He could not speak for the politicians; but 
he could answer for the people in his part of the 
country—for the tax-paying, road-working, and 
militia-mustering people—all of whom, to a man, 
would go for Oregon—the whole of Oregon. _ 
Mr. McC. then made two distinct propositions 
to Mr. Cunver, (having in view the future desuny 
and occupation of that gentleman,) so distinct, In- 
deed, and expressed in language so vigorous and 
original, that 1t was scarcely possible to misappre- 
But as the propositions themselves 
were of an unusual character, the reporter declines 


| giving a statement of them to the public, until the 


revision of Mr. Mc®. shall have placed it beyond 
the reach of mistake. 

The committee then rose and reported to the 
House its progress on the joint resolution of no- 
tice, and its action on the bill to establish certain 


| post-routes in Texas. 


- : ° . : a. 
he bill was put on its third reading, and (under 


the operation of the previous question) was read a 
| third time, and passed. ; 

| And the House, at a late hour, adjourned. 

| 





PETITIONS, &c. 


The following petitions and memorials were pre- 


| sented under the rule, and referred to the appro- 


priate committees: 


By Mr. MecCLELLAND: The petition of masters Fae 
owners of vessels on the lakes for “lamp lights’’ on West 


and others, citizens of Detroit, for the improvement of the 
Fox and Wisconsin rivers. : i Ne at 

By Mr. DOBBIN: The petition of William Croc pider} 
Wayne county, North Carolina, praying Congress to av i 
the evils of war by having national disputes settled by arbi- 
tration, or by a code adopted by a congress of nations. 

By Mr. BRINKERHOFF: The petition - oe Z 
ing [ rs of [ra Carpenter, of Delaware county, OMto, pr” 
| im Smpeneetinn or tenn of property during the late war: 


. adoption of the measures recommended by the | violated the terms on which we agreed to admit _ referred to the Committee of Claims. of Joba Gil- 
¢ President for the protection of our citizens in Ore- | her into the Union—as, for instance, the provision i| ~ oe ee aed i 
: gon, and the encouragement of emigration to that | which coniined slavery within certain limits; and 1 ay 1845: referred to the Contaittes on Pablic Lands. 
* . territory. ‘The commercial value of Oregon, both || he entered at some length into the origin, history, | By Mr. R. SMITH: The memorial of sundry citizens e 
us § to Great Britain and the United States, he dwelt |! and motives of the Texas question, the relation it \| Warren county, Ohio, praying Congress to make the pu 
Rk « I 
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‘ ree (in limited quantities) to actual settlers: re- 
os = ao Sonedities of the Whole on the state of the 
Ry Mr. J. A. ROCKWELL: The petition of Thomas 
Williams and 213 other citizens of New London, Connecti- 
cut, praying for the adoption of peaceful measures for the 
settlement of the Oregon question : referred to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, The petition 
of Joel Nurse; referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
yonsions. 

Poy Mr. SCHENCK: The petition of Daniel Jordan and 
98 other citizens of Ohio, praying for an appropriation for 
the continuance of the Cumberland road. 

By Mr. HLLLIARD: The petition of John R. Chapman, 
of Alabama, praying that Congress would grant him the 
balance of the appropriation voted by the last Congress for 
the improvement of the Choctawhatchee river: reterred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. — y 

Ry Mr. BEDINGER: ‘The petition of Jonathan Shaeffer, 
one of the heirsof Christian Orndoff: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Ry Mr. St. JOHN: The petition of J. 8. Olmstead, and 67 
other citizens of Sandusky county, in the State of Ohio, 
asking the establishment of a naval depot at the upper end 
of Sandusky bay, in said State of Ohio: referred to the 
Committee on Naval affairs. 

By Mr. MeCONNELL: Two memorials from Georgia and 
Alabama, signed by upwards of 300 citizens, praying Con- 
gress to establish a mail route once a week from the termi- 
nus of the great eastern and western railroad at Atalanta; 
also the terminus of the Georgia and Monroe railroad,in De 
Kalb county, Georgia, via Villarica and Tallapoosa post of- 
fice, in said county, thence to Shady Grove, thence to Jack- 
sonville, Benton county, Alabama. 

Ry Mr. HARPER: The petition of George A. Jones and 
122 other citizens of Zanesville, Ohio, praying for the erec- 
tion of a bridge over the Ohio river at Wheeling, Virginia; 
the petition of Henry Orndorf and 86 other citizens of the 
same place, for the same purpose; the petition of James 
Granger and 87 other citizens of Muskingum county, Ohio, 
jor the same purpose; the petition of C. Porter and 43 
other citizens of said county, for the same purpose; the 
petition of J. G. Metealf and 132 other citizens of Guernsey 
county, Ohio, for the same purpose. 

By Mr. BOWLIN: The remonstrance of J. M. Johnson 
and 457 others, citizens of the land district, remonstrating 
against the removal of the land office from Jackson, Cape 
Girardeau county, Missouri: referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union. The appli- 
cation of Thomas J. Chapman, by his attorney, Edward C. 
White, as surviving partner of the late firm of Premow & 
Chapman, praying indemnity for losses sustained on ac- 
count of the robbery and murder committed by the Yancton 
Sioux Indians while said firm were trading in the country 
as licensed traders: referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

sy Mr SAWYER: Two petitions of citizens of Ohio, for 
the improvement of the Maumee bay: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

By Mr. GORDON: The petition of March Farrington, for 
an increase of pension. 

By Mr. PERRY: The petition of I. Dodge, praying com- 
pensation for extra services as a special tobacco agent: re- 
terred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. BIGGS. The petition of L. 8. Webb and 156 
other citizens of Bertie county, North Carolina, praying an 
appropriation to reopen Roanoke inlet, at Nag’s Head; re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

sy Mr. WOOD: The petition of Joseph M. Chase, and 
other citizens of the county of Cayuga, New York, in rela- 
lion to the post office: referred to the appropriate comimit- 
tee. Also, the remonstrance of Samuel Upham and 20 other 
citizens ot Wyoming county, New York, against the annex- 
ation of Texas as aslave State. 

By Mr. J. H. JOHNSON: The petition of Ezekiel Col- 


burn and 57 other citizens of Groton, Grafton county, New | 


Hampshire, praying for a congress of nations to settle na- 
yee differences: referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, 

by Mr. STEWART: The petition of Captain James 
Whaley, of Fayette county, Pennsylvania, praying for an 
increase of pension. Also, the petition and documents of 
Thomas Thompson, a soldier of the late war, praying to be 
placed on the pension list, 
ee Taylor: referred to the Committee on Invalid 

ensions, 
_ By Mr. BRINKERHOFF: The memorial of citizens of 
Sandusky city, Ohio, praying the establishment of a naval 
depot at that place, on Lake Erie. 


By Mr. ERDMAN: The petition, signed by a number of 


tee on Indian Affairs, 





provement of the Ohio river: referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 


By Mr. BOWLIN: The petition of Willis L. Williams, 


praying that the restriction excluding the claim of Jaquez 
Claymorgan from judicial investigation, under the act of 
17th June, 1844, be removed, upon the condition that the 
amount of land to which they may establish their claim 
shall be taken in serip, to be located of public lands in mar- 
ket: referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
tition of James M. White and others, heirs of John Smith, 
of Missouri, deceased, praying permission to enter, at the 
minimum price, the tract of land on which they and their 
ancestors have resided near forty years by virtue of a Span- 
ish title: referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


The pe- 


By Mr. M. L. MARTIN: The petition of citizens of Mil- 


waukie for appropriations on certain roads in the ‘Territory 
ot Wisconsin. 
other counties, for appropriations on Green Bay and Chica- 
go road. 


Also, the petition of citizens of Brown and 


Aiso, the petition of citizens for a road to Copper 
Harbor and Green Bay. Also, the petition of Col. George 
Boyd, late Indian agent, to have certain allowances made 
in the settlement of his accounts: referred to the Commit- 
Also, the memorial for the improve 
mentof Fox and Wisconsin rivers, from citizens of Winne- 
bago county. 

By Mr, LUMPKIN: The petition of sundry citizens of 
Georgia, praying the establishment of a miail-route from 
Stone Mountain Depot on the Georgia railroad, in De Kalb 
county, via Lawrenceville in Gwinnett county, Gainsville 
in Hall county, to Clarksville in Habersham county : reter- 
red to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. MORRIS: The petition of sundry citizens for a 
mail-route from Lowell, Washington county, Ohio, through 
Monroe and Belmont counties, intersecting the National 
Road at Morristown : referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr, TIBBATTS: The petition of the heirs of John 
Mountjoy, praying for the allowance of the commutation of 
five vears’ full pay, with the interest, for the services of the 
said Mountjoy during the revolutionary war. 

By Mr. HOPKINS: The memorial of Peter Hewitt, and 
93 others, citizens of the county and town of Alexandria, in 
the District of Columbia, praying to be retroceded to the 
State of Virginia: referred to the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

By Mr. LEWIS: The petition of citizens of New York, 
for the completion of Cattaraugus harbor, and for the eree- 
tion of a light-house: referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

By Mr. SAWYER: Sundry remonstrances against the 
improvement of the Maumee river, in the State of Ohio: re 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. Also, one petition 
for said improvement: referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

By Mr. DARRAGH : The memorial of the Board of Trade 
of the city of Pittsburg, asking for a sufficient appropria- 
tion for the speedy improvement of the Ohio river, and 
bringing to the attention of Congress the plan ofimprovement 
by means of locks and dams: referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. Also, the petition of George Cochran, for set- 
tlement of his claim: referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. Also, the memorial of John Ferral, and ninety- 
nine others, citizens of the county of Allegheny, Pennsyl- 
vania, praying that the publie lands should be laid out in 
proper farms and lots, for the free use of such citizens (not 
possessed of other land) as will occupy them, allowing the 
settler the right to dispose of his possessions to any one 
not possessed of other land; and that the jurisdiction of 
public lands be transferred to States only on condition that 
such a disposition should be made of them: referred to the 
Conimittee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. PETTITT: The petition of W. B. Brown, and 
128 others, citizens of Massillon, Ohio, praying that hereafter 
no money may be paid out of the treasury of the United 
States to any chaplain: referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. Also the petition of J.C. Meckener, and 28 
others, citizens of Akron, Ohio, praying in a like manner, 
and referred as above. Also the petition of James Pru- 
dence, and 180 others, citizens of Indiana, praying the 
establishment of a post-route from Lafayette to Marion, in 


| said State: referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 


Also a like application on be- || 


Post Roads. Also the petition of Shapendoshia, and 9 other 
Miami Indians, on behalf of themselves and their families ; 
which is also signed by David Foster, and 100 other white 


|, men residing on the Great Miami reservation in the State 
|| of Indiana, praying that said Indians may be allowed to 


citizens of Montgomery, Bucks, and Lehigh counties, Penn- | 


sylvania, praying Congress to pass an act to grant a mail- | 


route from Pottstown, Montgomery county, to Cooperstown 
Lehigh county. 

By Mr. J. H. CAMPBELL: The petition and documents 
of Mary Campbell, the widow of John Campbell, a revolu- 


Uonary soldier, for a pension: referred to the Committee on | 


Revolutionary Pensions. Also, the petition and documents 
of John 8. Vandyke, of Philadelphia, praying that certain 
prize-moneys due to his deceased brother, Henry Vandyke, 
mar be paid to him: referred to the Committee on Naval 
é murs, 

By Mr. HOLMES: The petition of M. H. Debon, execu- 
tor of Dr. Thomas Cooper, praying to be refunded moneys 
= under the act of 1798, called the alien and sedition 

By Mr. J. G. CHAPMAN: The memorial of Dr. Edward 
Earle, of Philadelphia, asking that his process for preserving 
canvass and cordage may be adopted for the service of the 
United States, The memorial of the Howard Institution 
of the city of Washington, praying for relief. 

By Mr. WICK: A joint resolution of the General Assem- 

ly of the State of Indiana, on the subject of public over- 
flowed lands. The memorial of John D. Stephenson and 


remain in the county, instead of moving west of the Mis- 
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sissippi, and be allowed to purchase and sell land as citi- 


zens: referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. GILES: The petition of John Hanagan, a soldier 
of the last war, praying for a pension: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. HUNGERFORD: Three petitions from citizens of 
Jefferson county, New York, for the erection of fortifica- 


| tions at Sackett’s Harbor: referred to the Committee on 


others, asking a grant of land to aid the State of Indiana in | 
the completion of the Central canal in said State: referred | 


to the Committee on Public Lands. Also a joint resolution 


of the General Assembly of said State, in relation to the iin- 


| poses. 
sy Mr. JOHN H. CAMPBELL: The petition of John 


Military Affairs. Also, the petition of inhabitants of Ohio, 
for the improvement of Maumee river: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

By Mr. SEAMAN: The memorial of the Long {sland 
Railroad Company, praying a remission of duty on iron rails 
heretofore imported and used by them: referred to the Com- 
mitttee on Commerce. 


By Mr. BROCKENBROUGH - The petition of Benjamin 
F. Allen, administrator of Richard C. Allen, deceased, for 
compensation for services performed by his intestate : refer- 
red to the Committee on Public Lands. Also, the petition of 
Orlando 8. Rees, for compensation for losses in the Indian 


war in Florida, and appointment of a board of commission- | 
ers to examine and report upon such losses of himself and 


others: referred to the Committee of Claims. 


By Mr. McCONNELL: The memorial of a public meet- | 


ing of the citizens of Crane Bluff in the county of Cherokee, 
State of Alabama, praying Congress to permit said citizens 
to enter 160 acres of Jand at the minimum price, on which 
said town or county site was previously authorized by 
Congress béfore said land was surveyed, and for other pur- 





Stanert, of Philadelphia, an invalid pensioner, praying that 
his pension shall commence from the time he received his 
wounds: referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. CATHCART: The petition of Cyrus Vigus, of 
Cass county, Indiana: referred to the Connuittee on the 
Judiciary. é 

By Mr. ROBERT SMITH: The petition and papers in 
the ease of Nathaniel Patton, of Franklin, Missouri; reter- 
red to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. HUNTER: ‘The memorial of the committee of 
the city of Alexandria, D. C., accompanied with sundry pa- 
pers, praying for a retrocession of said city to the State of 
Virginia: reierred to the Committee on the District of Co- 
lumbia. ° 

By Mr. FICKLIN: The petition of John Perryman and 
Others, of Moultrie county, IMinois, for the establishment of 
a maul route therein designated ; reterred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. STEWART: The petition of David Black and 
100 other citizens of Fayette county, Pennsylvania, praying 
tor the appropriation of the public lands to the use of actual 
settlers, gratis, who do not own land; referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. Also, a memorial signed by seven 
presidents of seven different insurance companies of Phil- 
adelphia, and others, praying Congress to provide for the 
erection of piers, &c., on tie eastern side of Reedy island, 
for the protection of commerce ; referred to the Committee 
on Commerce, Also, the memorial and documents ot Lei 
cester Haymaker, and other heirs of John Bowen, for leave 
to locate a Virginia military land warrant; referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. HOPKINS: The memorial of the legal represent- 
ative of Joseph Wilson, a soldier of the Revolution, praying 
remuneration for his services; referred to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. 

by Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of Silas Chatfield, 
for a pension; referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions. 

By Mr. M. L. MARTIN: The petition of citizens of Wis- 
consin, Lowa, and Elinois, for a sale of the mineral lands. 
The petition of citizens of Wiseonsin, for an appropriation 
on the road from Milwaukie to Madison. 

By Mr. TIBBATTS: The memorial of Edmund H. Tay- 
lor, of Frankfort, Kentucky, praying an allowance of the 
commutation of five years’ full pay, with interest thereon, 
in lieu of half pay for life, promised by the resolves of Oe- 
tober, 1780, and 224 March, 1783. in consideration of the 
service of Colonel Francis Tavlor, in the continental line 
of Virginia, in the war of the Revotution. 

By Mr. MOSELEY: The petition of citizens of western 
New York, for a law requiring steamboats and vessels car 
rying passengers to be provided with efficient safeguards tor 
the lives of passengers. 

By Mr. C. B. SMITH: The memorial of J. B. Hampson 
and 82 others, citizens of Wabash county, Indiana, praying 
an“appropriation to improve the Mauinee river. 

By Mr. HUNGERFORD: The petition of James Wood, 
for relief. The petition of George J. Knight, for additional 
compensation for a vessel impressed into the service of the 
United States: each referred to the Committee of Claims, 
The petition of citizens of New York, for the erection of 
three light-houses on the river St. Lawrence: referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. Two petitions from citizens 
of Jefferson county, New York, for the erection of fortifi- 
eations at Sackett’s Harbor: referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

By Mr. STRONG: The petition of Francis Upton Fermo, 
Willis Gregory, and other citizens of New York, for protec- 
tion against the importation of soda-ash, barilla, and sal so- 
da: referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BIGGS: The petition of Joshua Robertson. and 
seventy-four other citizens of Martin county, North Caro- 
lina, praying an appropriation for reopening Roanoke inlet, 
at Nag’s Head: referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. 8. D. HUBBARD: The petition of the inhabitants 
of the towns of Derby, Naugotuck, Waterbury, Huntington, 
&c., for the improvement of the mouth of the Housatonic 
river. 

By Mr. E. B. HOLMES: The petition of Adam Swart, 
for pay for revolutionary services; referred to the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Claims. 

By Mr. W. G. BROWN: The petition of John W. Robb 
and others, asking Congress to continue the Cumberland 
road, by bridging the Ohio river at Wheeling, 

By Mr. YOST: Resolutions of the Legislature of Penn- 
sylvania, relative to the piers in the river Delaware at Mar- 
cus Hook; referred to the Committee on Commerce, Also, 
resolutions of the Legislature of the same State, relative 
to a Macadamized national road from the United States 
arsenal at Pittsburg to the harbor at Erie: referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. Also, resolutions of the 
Legislature of the same Stare, relative to the rates of post- 

| age: referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
| Roads. 





Saturpay, January 31, 1846. 

The Journal of yesterday was read in part, and 
| (the further reading having been dispensed with) 
| was approved. 
| THE PENSION LAWS. 
| 
| 


| HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
| 


The SPEAKER, by leave, laid before the House 
| the following communication: 
A letter from the Secretary of War, transmit- 


| ting, in obedience to the resolution of the House of 


the 31st ultimo, an abstract of the several pension 
laws now in force, together with the constructions 
| which have been placed upon such laws, by the 


| said Department or Attorney General, with forms 


| for the use of applicants for pensions. 
Mr. BRODHE 


AD said this was a very valua- 
‘| ble document. It contained an appendix or com- 
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pilation of all the pension laws now in force ; of 
the forms necessary to be adopted in applications 

for pensions ; and the opinion of the Attorney Gen- 

eral of the United States upon these laws. He 

deswed that some extra copies should be printed 

for the use of the House, and a few for the use of 
the Commissioner of Pensions. He (Mr. B.) be- 

lieved that every member of the House had fre- 

quent calls upon him tn relation to these laws, and 

that a printed compilation of them would be found 

very useful. He moved, therefore, that five thou- 

sand extra copies of the document be printed for 

the use of the members, and five hundred for the 

use of the Commissioner of Pensions. 

Mr, McCONNELL called for the reading of the 
resolution, 

The SPEAKER said the question was in the 
mere form of a motion, not a resolution. : 

Mr. BRODHEAD ealled for the reading of the 
resolution under which this documeni had been 
pent in. 

And it was read. 

{A message was received from the Senate by A. 
Dickens, ksq., Secretary, informing the House 
of the passage of a bill for the relief of Charles G. 
Pace a 

Mr. MeCONNELL could not see the propriety 
of printing this additional number of documents. 
He was willing, he was understood to say, to go as 
far as any man in giving to those who had fought 
the batdes of their country the just reward of their 
merits. But let gentlemen look to the pension laws, 
and to the claims that were made under them, and 
they would find more persons claiming pensions 
than had fought the battles of 1776, and 1812-713. 
If it was in order, he would introduce an amend- 
ment abrogating the pension laws, and thus doing 
away with that indiscriminate and voluptuous poor- 
house system. 

Mr. SEVERANCE rose, and proceeded to re- 
mark that this was a document that was much 
wanted-—— 

The SPEAKER interposed, and said that the 
raotion to print an extra number could only be en- 
tertained by general consent; and he suggested 
that the question should first be taken on the ordi- 
nary mouon to lay on the table and print the doc- 
ument. 

The suegestion was acceded to. 

And the question having been taken, it was or- 
dered that the report be laid on the table and 
printed. 

And objection having been made to the consid- 
eration at this time of the motion to print 5,500 
extra copies, 

Mr BRODHEAD moved a suspension of the 
rules. 

And the House having decided that motion in 
the affirmative, and the motion to print an extra 
number being thus before the House, 

Mr. G. W. JONES thought that a less number 
than that which had been proposed would answer 
the purpose. ‘There were but few persons, he was 
understood to say, in each congressional district, 
by whom the document would be wanted; and he 
moved to amend the motion by striking out 
*© 5,500,” and inserting **2,500 for the use of the 
House, and 500 for the use of the commissioner.” 

Mr. HOPKINS said he differed both from the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Bropneap] and 
the gentleman from ‘Tennessee, | Mr. Jones,] as to 
the number of copies that should be printed. He 
thought that the largest number designated was too 
emall. ‘The document was of great interest to that 
portion of their constituents who, in his opinion, 
had been too much neglected in this very particular. 
What did the House do by the dissemination of 
this small pamphlet? It would send to every part 
of the country the means by which the soldiers of 
the Revolution, and of the last war, would be pro- 
tected against the very few individuals who were 
familiar with the legislation of Congress on the 
subject—legislation intended for the benefit of the 
soldiers themselves, but which, by reason of this 
very want of correct information, too often result- 
ed to the benefit of speculators, and to the injury 


of that very class of their constituents for whom || 


they legislated. It was, he repeated, a small docu- 
ment. And what did it propose todo? To send 
out to the country, in the most authentic form, the 
evidence of what had been done here for the peo- 
ile. To give to those interested a copy of the law 
uself, and thus put them on their guard against 
those impositions and speculations which he agreed 


SS SS 
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were a disgrace to the age in which we lived. And | 
there had been no means by which these imposi- | 
tions had been more successfully carried on than | 
by the want of the very information which it was | 
now proposed to furnish. It was known that 
every member of the House had constituents con- 
stantly writing for information in relation to these 
vension laws. He doubted whether there were 
bralf a dozen members whe covld respond to one 
of these inquiries. A person who was interested 
in getting information as to the claim of a particu- 
lar individual, would write to a member of Con- 
gress to know what the law was. The letter was 
referred to the Commissioner of Pensions, and the 
best reply that he could make was to give a copy 
of the laws. The proposition of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania |Mr. Bropyeap) was to allow 
500 copies only to the Commissioner of Pensions. 
How long would they remain in his office? Mem- 
bers would call for them and procure them, and in 
three weeks there would be none left. The ex- 
pense would be inconsiderable; and iie should like | 
to see the number doubled. At all events, he 
should like to see one thousand copies ordered for 
the office of the Commissioner of Pensions, and he 
suggested to the gentleman from Pennsylvania to 
modify his motion. 

Mr. BRODHEAD said he had asked the Com- 
missioner of Pensions whether the number desig- 
nated in the original motion would be sufficient. 
He replied that he thought it would. ‘There was 
not a single copy of the pension laws for distribu- 
tion now in the department. 

Mr. HOPKINS hoped, he said, that the largest 
number proposed would be printed. He would 
even vote for 10,000 copies. 

Mr. WENTWORTH thereupon moved to print 
10,000 copies (retaining the additional 500.) | 
Mr. G. W. JONES, not very well heard, was 
understood to suggest that a copy of these pension 
laws would not be of any use to those who were 
already drawing their pay from the Government. 
They could, therefore, only benefit those who had 
yet to apply for pensions. And, judging from the | 
pension-roll, he should infer that there could not 
be in the whole United States five thousand per- 
sons yet entitled to pensions who did not draw 

them. 

He referred to the age of the revolutionary pen- 
sioners, and to the probability of the list diminish- 
ing instead of increasing. He could not, therefore, 
see the necessity of printing so large a number. 

Mr. HERRICK said, he hoped that the House 
would consent to print at least 5,000 extra copies 
of this document. Asa member of one of the com- 
mittees, he had seen the necessity of such a com- 
pilation. It seemed to him that it was almost im- | 
possible for a man, not a lawyer by profession, to | 
perform his duty touching these pension laws with- 
outit. He had himself endeavored to become fa- | 
miliar with them, so far as he had had opportunity; 
but he had found it impossible. 
information that was procured, application had to 
be made to the Commissioner of Pensions. 

He had come here with a determination not to 
vote for the printing of a great number of docu- 


If there was in this country a class of men who 


| deserved, and should receive, the attention and the | 


supervision of this House, it was that class of men 
who had fought the battles of their country. 
There were various claims. now before the com- 
mittee of which he was a member—i. e. the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims—which could not 
| be understood without a compilation of these laws; 
and he insisted that the House owed it to its va- 


rious committees, even if no other considerations | 


| for the act existed, to have this document printed 
| and distributed. 


Mr. YANCEY said that he was opposed to the || 


formation of members of Congress. 
growing and a grievous evil; and the amount of 
| money appropriated for public printing was already 
/enormous, even if it was not increasing. 


gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Hopkins] had said, 
| that there were but a very few members of this 
_House who knew what the pension laws were. 
| If this were so, it was their shame. And because 
they did not know, were they to call upon the 


} House to go into a large expenditure of the public 


And for all the | 


p | tradictory decisions had been made even by fune- 
ments; but for all such as were, like this, of real || 


use and value, he should cheerfully record his vote. | ' 
The opinion of the Attorney General of the United 


'whole system of posting documents for the in- || 
It was a) 
| revolutionary soldiers, or soldiers of the late war. 


Mem- | 
bers of Congress had no right to call for the print- || 
ing of books for their particular information. The || 





























































money merely to supply them with documents 
containing that which they ought to have known 
before they offered themselves for a seat here? 
Gentlemen might as well ask for the printing of 
other statutes, in order that members of Congr. ss 
who were too lazy, perhaps, to go and consult the 
statute books in your libraries, might have tj. 
information they wanted. The argument was 
nota just one. If the House ordered the print. 
ing of documents in relation to the pension laws 
it might as well order the printing of statutes i. 
relation to other matters, before the Committee 
on the Judiciary, for example, or the Commit- 
tee on the Department of the Navy, or of the De- 
partment of War, or of the Post Office. It was 
no good reason for this expenditure, to say 1! 
members of Congress were ignorant what the | 
of the land were. 

It seemed to him that the argument of the gey- 
tleman from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] was conclu- 
sive, that the pension list was filled up, or nearly 
so, by those who ought to be there, and that there 
were very few who had yet to apply for pensions, 
The roll, in the ordinary course of nature, ought 
to be decreasing; yet if it was increasing, thot 
was no reason why these documents should be 
reprinted. 

He had understood that the Commissioner of 
Pensions furnished blanks to all those who ap- 
plied, setting forth what ought to be done, without 
going to the expense of furnishing copies of the 
laws to every one who chose to apply for them. 
It was a common thing, too, for candidates upon 
the hustings to talk before the people of an 
economical administration of the Government — 
of allowing no greater appropriations of money 
than were merely necessary to carry it on. Yet 
we found many of those very gentlemen, when 
elected to their seats}here, constantly voting to 
increase the expenditures in order that they 
might be supplied with printed documents for 
their own information; when, if they were to con- 
fess their ignorance before the people, the proba- 
bility was, that they would not have obtained their 
seats here at all. 

He was opposed as well to the smaller as to the 
larger number. Let gentlemen go to the Library, 
and there seek for the information they required. 

Mr. HAMLIN took the floor, but yielded it at 
the request of 

Mr. HOPKINS, who desired to say a word in 
reply to the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Yay- 
CEY. , 

He (Mr. H.) had, he said, ventured the sug- 
gestion that members of the House were not very 
accurately informed on this subject. And although 

it might be, as the gentleman had averred, “a 
shame ”’ that the fact should be so, yet he (Mr. 
H.) must admit that, so far as he himself was con- 
cerned, it was true. And, with great deference to 
the intelligence of the able gentleman from Alabama, 
he (Mr. H.) might venture the suggestion that that 
gentleman himself could not, from his position, be 
very accurately informed upon a subject about 
which he (Mr. H.) believed inconsistent and con- 


iat 
aws 


tionaries as high as the Secretaries of War. They 
had differed as to what had been our lezislation. 


States had been invoked by resolution, as had been 
the aid of the Secretary of War, in this very com- 
pilation. And for whom? Had any gentleman 
dreamed that these documents were to be publish- 
ed for the information of members of Congress? 
If the gentleman from Alabama supposed that he 
(Mr. H.) wished any particular number for his 
own benefit, he was mistaken. It was for the 
benefit of the people that they were needed. 

It had been said that the Commissioner of Pen- 
_sions furnished forms when called upon. By 
whom was he called upon? By that class of spec- 
ulators who were spread over the length and 
breadth of the land. He was not called upon by 


It was for the purpose of protecting these individ- 
uals that he (Mr. H.) would throw this informa- 
tion broadcast over the country. He would have 
a copy deposited in the clerk’s office of every coun- 
ty in the Union. : : a 

On questions involving public expenditures, he 
seldom went further than the gentleman from Ala- 
bama, especially upon questions of printing extra 
/numbers of documents. He (Mr. H ) had but 
' rarely gone with those who had voted in favor of 


a le 





the largest numbers; and recently it had been his 
misfortune to differ with a portion of his friends 

and, amongst others, he thought, with the gentle- 
man from Alabama himself) in relation to printing 
an unusually large number of the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury. He (Mr. H.) did not 
exactly know whether the gentleman went for the 
smaller or larger number. 

Mr. YANCEY said, for the larger. 

Mr. HOPKINS continued. The gentleman said, 
for the larger. If, then, he would make out an 
account-current between them, putting on one side 
the vote of that gentleman for the largest number 
of the Secretary’s report, and on the other his 
(Mr. H.'s) vote for the largest number of this 
compilation, the gentleman would find himself con- 
siderably the debtor. 

He (Mr. H.) admitted that the number of doc- 
uments printed was a growing evil; and no one 
would rejoice more than he, if the House should 
be able to arrest it. But it was not with the old 
pensioners of the Government that this system of 
reform was to have its beginning. He would be 
found most willing to go with the gentleman in 
all these questions involving economy in the ex- 
penditures of the public money, where that econ- 
omy could be properly applied; for he had usually 
yoted against propositions to print large numbers 
of documents. : 

Mr. R. SMITH said he felt surprised at the re- 
marks which had fallen from the gentleman from 
Alabama, [Mr. Yancey,] in regard to the qualifi- 
cations necessary for a representative on this floor, 
And if the doctrine which the gentleman had ad- 
vanced was true, there could be no doubt that 
many members of this House would at once be cut 
off from their seats. Was it the only qualification 
for a seat here, that agentleman should understand 
the statutes of the country? He was as much op- 
posed to printing extra documents as the gentle - 
man from Alabama. He (Mr. 8.) had not voted, 
since he had held a seat here, for publishing or 
giving documents to members of Congress, witha 
view to any other object than their distribution. 
And as to the document now under consideration, 
he believed it to be highly important that the largest 
number which had been proposed should be print- 
ed; as also of every other document, the object of 
which was to disseminate information among those 
who had fought the battles of the country and de- 
fended its honor. 

Scarcely a week elapsed in which he did not re- 
ceive applications from an old soldier, or the heirs 
of an old soldier, asking how a pension should be 
applied for. If this document were sent to every 
county in every State of the Union, the old soldier 
might go and examine for himself, without pay- 
ing a legal gentleman, or giving half of his pen- 
sion to get his papers drawn out. He (Mr. 8.) 
trusted that the legal gentlemen who opposed the 
printing of these documents were not actuated by 
the sordid and selfish consideration of putting mo- 
ney in their own pockets. It would be unjust to 


suppose so, and he trusted that they would be will- | 


ing to vote for the largest number, so that all those 
who had not had the benefit of a legal education, 
but who had shed their blood for their country, 
might procure all the information they needed 
“without money and without price.”’ 

Mr. COBB said, he supposed that this question 
had already been sufficiently elucidated by the dis- 
cussion which it had received; and in order to bring 
it to a close, he would move the previous question. 
But at the request of 

Mr. YANCEY, and on his pledge to renew it, 
Mr. C. withdrew the demand. 

Mr. Y. said, that he could not suffer himself to 
be placed in the false attitude of commencing this 
practice of economy on the old pensioners, or ra- 
ther,of making war upon them, in order that he 
might make the Government economical in its ex- 
penditures. He was not making war upon them; 
those who had pensions did not need the informa- 
ton contained in this document. 

One word more on this system of publishing 
documents for the information of members of Con- 
gress, as was intended here. If members of Con- 
gress needed information upon which to legislate— 
as if information was wanted for their constitu- 
ents—let them go to their libraries, and not call 


upon the Government to go into large expenditures | C p 1 
\| * future dishonor of the arms of his native land. | 


of the public money to print documents which 
would necessarily redound to their ease, but to the 
expense of the country. 


| Redeeming his pledge, N 
mand for the previous question. 

And there was a second; and the main question 

_ (being first on the highest number) was ordered; 
and, being taken, was decided in the affirmative: 
yeas .J2, nays not counted, 

So ten thousand copies of the said document for 
the use of the House, and five hundred for the use 
of the Commissioner of Pensions, were ordered to 
be a 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
letter from the Postmaster General, transmitting, 
in compliance with the 2d section of the act of the 
2d July, 1836, a statement of the expenditures for 
the year ending 30th June, 1845, and of the esti- 

| mate of expenditures for the year commencing the 
Ist of July next, and ending the 30th June, 1847, 
accompanied by esumates tor the two preceding 
years. 

Ordered, That so much of said letter and state- 
ments as relates to the estimate of expenditures of 
said department be referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means; and that so much thereof as re- 
lates to the expenditures of said department for the 
year ending the 30th June, 1845, be referred to the 
Committee on the Expenditures of the Post Office 
Department. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, trans- 
mitting, in pursuance of the acts of the 2lst of 
April, 1808, and of March 3, 1809, a statement 
of the contracts made by the several bureaus of the 
Navy Department for the year ending the 30th 
June, 1846; which letter and statements were laid 
upon the table. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmit- 
ting, in compliagce with the act of April 2, 1794, 

/areport exhibiting the expenses of the national 
armories and the arms, &c., manufactured and 
repaired therein during the year ending the 30th 
June, 1845; which letter and report were laid 
upon the table. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmit- 
ting, in answer to a resolution of the House of the 
27th instant, a report of Captain Joshua Barney, 
the officer having charge of the public works in 
the Territory ot lowa; which letter and report 
were laid upon the table. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting, in compliance with the 11th section 
of the act of 26th August, 1842, and a resolution 
of the House of Representatives of the 13th in- 
Stant, a statement of the names of the clerks and 
other persons employed in that department during 
the past year, showing the time each clerk and 
other person were employed, the amount paid to 

each, and the place of residence of each at the time 
of his appointment; which letter and statements 
| were laid upon the table, 

A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 

transmitting, in compliance with the provisions of 
the 2Uth section of the act of the 26th August, 
| 1842, a statement of the expenditures of the con- 
tingent fund of that department for the year ending 
30th September, 1845; which letter and statements 
were laid upon the table. 

‘The Senate bills on the Speaker’s table were, by 

consent, taken up and appropriately disposed of. 
t Mi: McCLELLAND moved that the House 
resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, (with a view to take up the 
| bill relative to collectors and other custom-house 
officers. ) 

Mr. SEABORN JONES asked Mr. McC. to 
withdraw the motion. 

Mr. YANCEY rose to a personal explanation; 
| and said that, in reading the remarks of the gentle- 
‘| man from Illinois, [Mr. Hoce,] made on yester- 
_day in the Committee of the Whole on the Oregon 
|| question, and reported in the ** Union’”’ of the 3Uth 
‘| instant, he discovered that the gentleman from 
| Illinois had entirely, though no doubt uninten- 
] tionally, misstated his (Mr. Y.’s) views. I find 

in the report of that speech, as it appears in the 
** Union,” (said Mr. Y..) the following: 
| ‘* He knew not whether the gentleman from 
pene who had led off in his predictions 
‘ against the success of his country in a war, pro- 
‘ phesying defeat and dishonor to American arms 
| £in a just cause, had here made his first essay in 
|| * the art of vaticination; but he had, at least, illy 
‘exercised his prophetic powers in depicting the 





| 


| * But he believed that not only in Alabama but in 
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Ir. Y. renewed the de- | ‘of the people were right on this Oregon ques- 


*tion.”” 

I know not from what sources the gentleman 
from Illinois has drawn information upon which 
to base such a charge upon me, sir. Certainly 
that gentleman neither heard such views from me 
while I addressed the committee from this svat, 
nor found them in the printed report of that 
speech. At no time, and at no place, have I ever 
predicted * dishonor to the American arms in a 
just cause.”” When I have ventured to speak as 
to the probability of an issue of arms being made 
up between this country and Great Britain, I spoke 
as the following extracts from my speech will 
show: 

‘** Entirely unprepared, then, for such a terrible 
‘conflict as that between ourselves and Great Brit- 
ain must inevitably be, will it be deemed treason- 
able, dishonorable, or cowardly, in one who here 
represents a portion of the people who are to be 
affected by it, to advise that * discretion, that bet- 
ter part of valor,’ warns us to avoid it, if it can 
be dene with honor?’ 

** Not calculating on the cowardice of our great 
adversary, | would hold the Union from an un- 
‘equal contliet, which neither the private nor the 
* public code of honor ever demands under such 
* cireumstances; and, like the brave Scotush chief- 
‘tain, would say to her—* Bide your time.’ ”” 

Thus much | ventured to say as to the condition 
in which the two countries would be thrown into 
the arena of arms—ourselves unarmed—Great 
Britain covered with the panoply of war. And 
now, what did I say as to the issue of such an un- 
equal conflict? It is comprehended in the follow- 
ing extracts from the same speech, which I made 
on the 7th instant: 

‘The war, however, would be fiercely waged 
‘on the ocean and in Canada. Riding in large 
‘ fleets, the cross of St. George might pass triumph- 
‘ant. In single and more equal combats, it would 
‘ be as certainly lowered to the stars and stripes. 
Canada, too, would yield to our valor; and when 
both parties becanve tired of the contest, in which 
the vitality of neither would have been touched, 
Oregon would be found in the hands of England, 
and Canada would be in our possession. 

‘** There might be one other result. Both parties, 
worn out by the struggle, might, as in the last war, 
stipulate to return all that either had conquered ; 
and thus the country would be left where it was 

*‘ when it bezan the foolish contest of strength.”’ 

It will be difficult, sir, for a casuist to draw from 
these remarks a prophecy of ‘‘ dishonor to the 
American arms in a just cause.?’ 

No, Mr. Chairman, even though victory upon 
every field of conflict should result to the Ameri- 
can arms, I would not unnecessarily—as | conceive 
this notice, and an attempt to take exclusive pos- 
session of Oregon would do—involve my country 
in the horrorsand demoralizing tendencies of a war. 
But while I predict no ‘dishonor to our arms in 
any conflict we may have with any nation, I would 
not disguise the fact that, in a war to be waged 
now, and upon such an issue, we will labor under 
fearful iuaboutantn, hoth moral and physical. 

In the same report of the remarks of the gentle- 
man from Illinois, I also find the following: 

‘* He characterized the position of Mr. Yancey, 
‘ that Great Britain only wanted this territory for 
‘ purposes of the fur trade, and with no view of 
‘making permanent settlements there, as the most 
‘ extraordinary position that had been taken in this 
‘most extraordinary debate. It seemed to be 
‘ founded upon the assumption to the same effect 
‘ which had been put forth by a Senator from Mas- 
* sachusetts in the Senate chamber. He looked on 
‘ that proposition as nothing more nor less than a 
‘ proposition to surrender the territory north of the 
‘Columbia river; continue the treaty ten years 
‘longer, and he looked on the result as inevitable; 
‘ we should not get the 49; degrees, and much less 
‘ the 52 degrees of the gentleman from Indiana, or 
‘ the 49 degrees of the gentleman from Alabama.’’ 

Both of the assertions made in that quotation are 
incorrect. I never alluded tothe ‘‘fur trade,’’ and 
but once to the purposes for which she desired 
Oregon. The following contains that allusion: 

‘“* England cares but Tittle for Canada. To her 
‘it is an expensive and comparatively useless colo- 
‘ny. For Oregon she cares much ; for whoever 
‘is planted there wiil, from its splendid ports, com- 

| ‘mand the trade of the great Pacific.” 


. 


- 


. 


. 


. 


. 


o 


. 


- 


~ « 


|| ‘Georgia, and even in South Carolina, the masses | As to the assertion that I have founded my views 
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upon “an assumption to the same effect which had 
been put forth by a Senator from Massachusetts,” 
1 imiagine, sir, that I shall be found in that unfor- 
tunate conjunction as few times as most men. 

The gentleman was at fault, too, in stating that 
I had made a proposition to compromise at 49°. 
On the contrary, I made the following remarks as 
to the extent to which I was willing to assert our 
claim to Oregon: 

«Like them, I am for all of Oregon. With 
‘them, I believe our ttle to it to be complete against 
‘the world, 





‘Jate our movements as to be able to secure itall.’ | 

But, sir, | must be allowed to say here, that a | 
more thorough investigation and calm reflection, | 
induced by the able debate which this question has 


elicited, has now brought me to this conclusion, 


that up to 49° our ttle is sufficiently “unquestion- | 


able’? to call upon our Government not to yield an 


inch nar a right south of that degree; while above | 


that latitude it is sufficiently questionable to make 


the matter one for honorable settlement by nego- | 


tiation, in which negotiation I have no fear that the 
honor of the country will be compromised, 

Mr. HOGE said he ec rtainly had no disposition 
to misre present the positions take nin debate he re 
by the honorable gentleman from Alabama. He 
had not read the report of his own remarks as 
contained in the Union, to which the honorable 
had referred. In the first extract to 
which the gentleman from Ajabama had called his 
attention, the reporter had not given the precise 
language which he had used in his remarks, al- 
though he had given substantially the idea. He 
had not read the printed Spee ch of the honorable 
member, but had heard the speech as delivered on 
the floor; and in replying to it he had spoken from 
recollection, He had certainly understood the 
honorable gentleman to maintain that the passage 


| 
gentieman 


of the resolution under discussion was equivalent 
to a declaration of war. The gentleman had as- 
sumed the position that the treaty of 1818 was a 
substitute for war, and that its repeal would be 
war uself. The honorable gentleman had then 
gone on to comment upon the want of preparation 
upon the part of our own Government, and the 
vast power of our opponent, and that a war car- 
ried on under such circumstances must result in 
inevitable defeat and disgrace to the arms of our 
country. honorable 
gentleman, intended to be fairly given, he had di- 
rected his reply. In the second extract, as read 
by the honorable genteman, the report was wholly 
incorrect. He had taken no such position as was 
there attributed to him. The honorable gentleman 
from Alabama, in common with other gentlemen 
oppesed to the notice, had taken the position that 
the only way to get Oregon was to leave the treaty 
in force, and trust to the effects of emigration and 
settlement to obtain the whole territory peaceably. 
tie had in his remarks assumed that such a posi- 
tion seemed to him to be based on that which had 
been taken by an honorable and distinguished Sen- 
ator from the State of Massachusetts, that Great 
Gritain had no desire to hold the Oregon territory 
for purposes of colonization, but merely as a hunt- 


To these positions of the 


ing ground; and that as the fur-bearing animal re- | 


tired to the north, Great Britain would retire with 


it, and surrender the country quietly and peace- | 


fully. He had not attributed that position to the 
gentleman from Alabama. In that portion of his 
remarks relative to the 49th parallel, to which the 
gentieman had referred, he had alluded to an hon- 


orable member from Virginia, [Mr. Bayy,] and | 


not to the gentleman from Alabama. 

Mr. BAYLY asked leave to make a single re- 
mark only in reply to the last remark of the gen- 
tleman from Illinois, [Mr. Hoee;] which being 
granted, he said that the gentleman from Illinois 
had informed the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. 
Yancey] that the last portion read of his [Mr. 
Hoce’s} remarks were attributed to him, (Mr. B.,) 
and not to the gentleman from Alabama. 
not read the gentleman’s speech, as reported in the 
Union of this morning; but he had this moment 
taken the paper in his hand, and he found that, so far 
as he (Mr. B.) was concerned, his disclaimer—his 
broad, unqualified disclaimer—of the construction 
the gentleman had placed on his remarks was cor- 
rectly reported. But he undertook to say now, 


if the gentleman referred to him in the portion of || 


his remarks alluded to, he had wholly miscon- 
ceived his (Mr. B.'s) argument. He never had 


He had | 





maintained that we had no title beyond forty-nine |! 


THE: CO 
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degrees—never. 


What he had maintained was, 
that we were estopped by the course of our own 
Government from maintaining that our title to 54° 


| 40’ was clear and unquestionable, 


Mr. HOGE (leave being granted) said he had 
understood the gentleman, in his speech a few days 


| since, to have assumed the position, based on the 


My only desire is, that we so regu- || 


eae taken by a distinguished Senator from 
Missouri, that by the treaties of 1763 and 1783 we 
had assumed the forty-ninth parallel to be our 
boundary west from the Rocky mountains. 

Mr. BAYLY. I only said that was Mr. Ben- 
ton’s position, and that | expressly declined to pro- 
nounce my Own opinion upon this point; and lam 
so reported, 

Mr. HOGE. The gentleman assumed that the 
forty-ninth parallel was a wall between us and 
Great Britain, which neither party could pass. 

Mr. BAYLY. The gentleman is mistaken. 

Mr. HOGE said he had only heard the speech, 
and had not read it as reported. 


understood as he meant to be, he knew not; but 
he understood the gentleman’s whole argument to 
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and it was his (Mr. 
strike that out. 

After some conversation, and an apparent uny-). 
lingness on the part of the committee to take y, 
the bill— 

The committee, on motion of Mr. JACOR 
THOMPSON, rose and reported to the House 
(with the amendment) the bill relating to custom. 
house officers. 

The amendment was concurred in ; and the bil] 
(having been ordered to a third reading : 
time) was read a third time, and passed. 


_ The SPEAKER announced the regular bus 
in order to be the call of the committees for reports 
‘ But Mr. G.W. JONES having submitted a mo. 
tion to that effect, which was agreed to, the House 
again resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 


J.’s) intention to moye to” 


up 


at this 


iInesg 


| on the state of the Union, (Mr. Tisparts in the 


t | resolution in relation to 
Whether the |) 
gentleman was unfortunate in making himself || 


be based on the position that we had no title north |) 


of 499°, Perhaps, if the gentleman had had more | 
time to develop his views, he would have said | 
something to modify this position; but the inex- | 
orable hammer of the chairman cut him off, and | 
left him south of the forty-ninth degree. 
Mr. BAYLY asked leave to say a word further 
in reply. 
Mr. PETTIT wanted to move, if it was in or- | 
der, that all gentlemen who had made doubtful | 
speeches on the subject be allowed to explain. 
Leave being granted to 
Mr. BAYLY, he said that the gentleman from | 
Illinois was not unfortunate in misunderstanding 
him (Mr. B.) alone. If that had been the case, the | 
inference might be drawn that it was the obscurity | 
of his arguments that had occasioned it. But it | 
seemed that there was no gentleman who had | 
spoken whom he did not misunderstand in like | 
manner; and from this it seemed reasonable to | 
draw the inference that it was not the error of 
those gentlemen, but of the gentleman himself. As 
to the 49th parallel being a wall beyond which we 
could not pass, that was not his language, but Mr. | 
Benton’s. He had quoted it as his, and he had 


expressly refrained from expressing any opinion | 


on the subject. 

Mr. McCLELLAND renewed the motion to go | 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of’ the | 
Union, with the view before indicated by him. 


Mr. G. W. JONES hoped ‘that the House || 


would go into committee on the joint resolution of | 
notice, : 
Mr. RATHBUN urged the importance of action | 
on the bill indicated by Mr. McC Letianp. 
The question having been taken, and decided in | 


| 


the affirmative, the House again resolved itself into |! 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, |" 


(Mr. Tresarts of Kentucky, in the chair. ) 

And on motion of Mr. McCLELLAND, the 
committee took up the bill in relation to collectors, 
and other officers of the customs. 

And the bill having been read, 

Mr. McCLELLAND moved so to amend it in 
the first section as to provide that in no case a 
greater than the pro rata of the maximum compen- 
sation of the said officers respectively should be 
paid, &e. 

Mr. McC. explained that the object of this 
amendment was simply to make the phraseology 
of the bill more definite, so that no construction 
other than that which was intended should be put 
upon it. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

And no farther proposition to amend being made, 

Mr. McC. moved that the committee mse and 
report the bill and amendment to the House; but 
waived the motion at the request of 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, who moved that the 





| committee take up the bill in relation to the Pea 


Patch island. 
Mr. INGERSOLL said that the bill required 
speedy action; it would not take five minutes. It 


| was a bill in relation to the settlement of the title to 


this island, and appropriated only the sum of five 
hundred dollars. 

Mr. G. W.JONES thought the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. J. R. Incerso.t] was mistaken 
in supposing that the bill would not occupy five 
minutes. It proposed to make an appropriation, 








| posed to go a 


| ing the committee on this subject. 


chair,) and resumed the consideration of the joint 


OREGON. 
Mr. A. JOHNSON addressed the committee 


during the allotted hour. It was with no ordinary 
degree of diffidence (he said) that he attempted, 
upon this occasion, to address the committee on a 
subject that was so important to the country: and 
particularly so after the House had witnessed the 
display, not only of unanswerable arguments, but 
of brilliant and commanding eloquence. In at- 
tempting to address the committee upon this all- 
important question, it would not be his purpose to 
add fuel to the flame; but, if possible, to pour oil 
on the wave of feelings which had been agitated 
and excited upon this question. When they un- 
dertook the discussion of a question so important 
as the one now presented to the House and the 
country, it should be in a spirit of calm delibera- 
tion; and they should consider well the conse- 
quences that are to follow from the action that is 
to be taken by this House uponit. He knew tha 
since this discussion had commenced they had 
heard much of wars and rumors of wars, and that 
the passions and feelings of the country had been 
addressed toa very great extent. So far as he was 
concerned, if he knew the feelings of hisown bosom, 
he was for peace, if peace could be continued on 
honorable terms; but if, in adopting the means 
which we believe best calculated to secure peace, 
war was to be the result, he was prepared for the 
consequences. No member of this committee de- 
sired peace more earnestly than he did. Yes; in 
the language of high authority, he desired tie day 
speedily to come, when we shall have ‘ peace on 
earth and good will among men’’ throughout the 
entire race. He wished he could hope that the be- 
ginning of that glorious era would commence in 
his day and generation. If he could believe there 
was a reasonable prospect of it, he would now be 
found on tiptoe, as it were, stretching his ken to 
its utmost tension to discover the streaks of the 
dawn of that glorious morning. But as ardently 
as he desired peace to his country, he must take 
that view of this subject, and that stand upon the 
question under consideration, that he believed his 
position, and the rights, the interests, and the honor 
of his country demanded. . ; 
Before he approached the consideration of the 
main question presented to the committee, he pro- 
al to brush out of the way some 
of what he conceived to be the cobwebs that had 
been hung around this question. There had been 
an attempt during the progress of this discussion 
to excite the peculiar prejudices of the country. 


| They had seen this press exhibited by the 


AYLY] in address- 
Without rely- 
ing on argument, without relying on facts as they 
exist in the history of this negotiation, the gentle- 


gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 


' man had attempted, as he (Mr. J.) believed, to ex- 


cite a prejudice existing on the minds of his con- 
stituency, and perhaps extending in some degree 
beyond the bounds of his district. What posivion 
had he taken? He had attempted to make the 1m- 
pression on the mind of the country that there was 
a particular leader and champion of this — 
and in this way, while he [Mr. Bary] had sep- 
arated from the policy laid down by the Adminis 
tration, he had attempted to exonerate himself from 
he inconsistency and difficulty in which he was 
involved, by saying that this question of notice 
was a mere question of expediency; and because he 
happens to differ with the Executive, or the Ad- 


ministration, on a question of expediency, why st 


1846. 


———— 


is no separation at all from the Administration. 


Why, on this principle, every question that may | 
arise for the consideration of the House may be a) 


question of expediency.’’ The establishment of a 


the establishment of a system providing for the 
collection, safe-keeping, and disbursement of the 
lic revenue; the question of the distribution of 
the proceeds of the mublic Jands, or the question 
of an oppressive and iniquitous tariff, may be by 
the same construction declared a question of expe- 
diencv. He may make indiscriminate war upon 
the Administration and all its policy, and then turn 
round and say he is guilty of no inconsistency. 
And how does the gentleman attempt to cover his 
position? Why, he says if he has separated from 
the Administration, who is our leader ?—pointing 
to the venerable gentleman from Massachusetts, 
(Mr. Apams.] 1 suppose he wishes to hit a pre- 
judice made upon the minds of his constituency 
in relation to that venerable gentleman, and to con- 
sider ita sufficient vindication of his course to say 
that those who go for this notice are led off by 
Joun Quincy Apams, the venerable gentleman 
from Massachusetts. And the gentleman, too, 
reads an extract from the speech of the honorable 
gentleman from Massachusetts to prove what the 
ventleman’s position was during the last Congress 
—an extract, torn from the context, conveying a 
separate and distinct idea from its fair construction 
taken in connexion with the context. That speech 
was delivered before the question of notice came 
up, upon the bill reported by the chairman of the 
Committee on the Territories, for the establish- 
ment of a territorial government over Oregon. It 
was a speech against the bill without the notice ; 
but in it the gentleman stated that, after mature de- 
liberation and reflection, he had at length brought 
his mind to the conclusion that the notice ought to 
be given. The gentleman’s position was, that the 
grant of lands—the taking possession of the ter- 
ritory—the establishment of a territorial govern- 
ment—was in direct conflict with the treaty stipu- 
lations of our Government under the convention 
made in 1818 and renewed in 1827. In the same 
speech, the gentleman expressly stated, that after 
the notice was given, of which he was in favor— 
after the expiration of the twelve months—he would 
go on and make the necessary preparations the 
country required for such an emergency ; or he 
would make the provision in advance, to take ef- 
fect at the expiration of the notice. 

Mr. BAYLY interposed, and remarked that he 
disliked very much to interrupt gentlemen, but 
he could not sit by and allow his whole course of 
argument to be misrepresented—unintentionally he 
hoped. In referring to the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts, he (Mr. B.) had not said one word of 
the position of the gentleman during the last Con- 
gress, except to quote from his remarks as to the 
eilect of a war with England. As to the rest of the 
gentleman’s [Mr. Jounson’s] remarks, too, he an- 
dertook to say that the gentleman wholly misrep- 
resented his views—unintentionally he presumed. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Will the gentleman specify in 
what particular | have misrepresented him? 

No response being received— 

Mr. J. proceeded. The gentleman had read Mr. 
Apams’s speech upon the bill before the notice was 
given, in Which he argued that the passage of the 
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national bank may be a question of expediency; | 


bill without the notice was calculated to lead to | 


war; and the,gentleman from Massachusetts, after 


he had made his speech, and when the House | 


came to act on the bill, came in with his amend- 


ment proposing to give the notice, and then he | 
would be in favor of the subsequent measures. | 
These were the views of the gentleman from Mas- | 


sachusetts at the last session of Congress—these | 


were his views now. 


Well, when they followed ¢ the speech of the | 


gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
ther, what did he say? 
separated from the Administration, who is the 
leader of this party in favor of this notice ?” 

Mr. BAYLY. “Iam not the man to follow this 
Administration, or any other Administration, when 


their measures do not correspond with my own 
judgment, 


Mr. JOHNSON. That is what the gentleman 
said before. We all understand that 

Mr. BAYLY. The gentleman persists in mis- 
stating ar pease 

Mr. JOHNSON. I am stating the gentleman’s 
Position correctly, and the documeuts will sustain 


AYLY] a little fur- 





‘© At all events, if Il am | 


me in it. The gentleman’s scowls or threats have 
no terrors for me. ‘He may go and show his 
slaves how choleric he is, and make his bondmen 
tremble.’’ 


The gentleman (continued Mr. J.) read the ex- 


tract from the speech of Mr. Apams, and the in- 


ference was clear that he intended to make the 
impression on the minds of this House and the 
country that it was made upon the question of no- 
tice, when that gentleman was distinctly opposing 
the bill, unless the notice was included in it: and 
when they came to take the speech of the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts at the last session, and 
his speech at the present session, they found there 
was no discrepancy between the two. ‘* Oh, but 
the gentleman from Massachusetts,’’ the gentle- 
man says, **is our leader!’’ Was that the course 
of great statesmen, representing a portion of the 
Old Dominion, to attempt to rely on a flimsy pre- 
text and subterfuge—if he might be allowed the 
remark—to justify himself in the eyes of his con- 
stituents for his separation from the Administra- 
tion, that Joun Quincy Apams was for this meas- 
ure, and therefore he differed from the Adminis- 
tration, and went against it? Now, the true state 
of the case, they found, when they came to exam- 
ine the record, was, that it was not the measure 
of Joun Quincy Apams: for when that gentleman 
offered his amendment, it was rejected by this 
House. Who, then, came forward with this prop- 
osition of notice? Was it a Massachusetts mem- 
ber?—a northern man?—a western man? Who did 
it? It was Mr. Hammert, of Mississippi. Yes, 
it was a southern man who offered the amend- 
ment to the bill, which was adopted by this 
House. They found that, on the adoption of that 
amendment, the honorable gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts voted for it, the honorable eentleman 
from Virginia voted against it: but when it was in- 
corporated, and had become a part of the bill, on 
the final passage of the bill, where did the gen- 
tleman from Virginia stand? Why, he was so de- 
termined not to be found with the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, right or wrong, that he flew the 
track: he would neither go behind nor before him: 
but he bolted, and did not vote at all. Yet the 
question was a question of * expediency.” 

The gcentleman from Virginia, and most gentle- 
men who were against the notice, told them that 
the whole of Orecon is ours; that our title is clear 
and unquestionable; but when they are called upon 
to act—to take some measure for the vindication 
of these indisputable rights—why then they turn 





| round and fold their arms, and decline to do any- 


/ ant to build a jail. 


thing. They move in a circle, and end just where 
they begun—doing nothing. They form what may 
be called the do-nothing party in this House. It 
reminded him of an anecdote respecting a little 
town council composed of three Irishmen. They 
sot together; they saw it was necessary to do 
something for the town; and found it was import- 
They introduced and adopted 
a set of resolutions; the first, ** Resolved, That we 


| deem it expedient and proper to build a jail within 





the corporate limits of this town,’’ (specifying the 
name of the town:) the second, ‘* Resolved, That 


| the new jail be built out of the materials of the old 


one;” and the third, ‘* Resolved, That the old jail 
shall not be torn down until the new one is built.’’ 
So gentlemen in opposition to this notice moved in 


'a circle; they resolved that Oregon is ours, and 


that proper measures be taken to secure it; but 
when they came to action, they could agree on no 
measures, and contented themselves with doing 
nothing. 

But, as they went along with their southern 
friends, (and he wished it to be distinctly under- 
stood that he was a southern man in his associa- 
tions and feelings; but while ,he was a southern 
man, he was an American,) as they traced the pro- 
gress of the debate, they came to the speech of the 
honorable gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Yan- 
cey.] Mr. J. spoke in high terms of the prepos- 
sessions and of the favorable opinions he had 
formed of the gentleman’s eloquence and talents; 
but when the gentleman delivered that speech, he 
confessed his very soul yearned with regret—not 
for its effects upon the country, but that such bril- 
liant intellect, such superior talent and commanding 
eloquence, should be employed on the wrong side 
of this question. The gentleman said: 

‘*All this would be blighted by war. California 
‘ would be lostto us. A debt of five hundred mil- 
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‘ paper system in its worst form will necessarily 
* have been imposed upon us. The pension list— 
* that spring of life and immortality to patriotic 
* valor—would be almost indefinitely increased.’’ 
Now (continued Mr. J.) what does this mean? 
That because, in consequence of two wars—one to 
achieve the independence of the country, the other 
to perpetuate it—a few individuals who had become 
so disabled in the service of their country as to be 
unable to procure the means of subsistence in their 
declining years, had been thrown upon a smail 
pension, it was to be made a subject of cant, and 
they were to be told that nobody would embark in 
another war unless in the hope of a mere mercenary 
compensation! Did the gentleman beheve there 
was no patriotism in the country—that there were 
not millions who would rush to the defence of her 
honor and her interests in the hour of her peril, 
regardless of all personal, sordid considerations ? 
But his colleague, {Mr. Cocke,| who had ad- 
dressed the committee at an earlier stage of the de- 
hate, had labored to show the inconsistency of the 
democracy on this question. He had read vari- 
ous extracts to show the position the leaders of the 
democracy oceupied on the Oregon question; and 
he had read an extract from the speech ot’ Governor 
Brown, of Tennessee, at the last session of Con- 
rress, who was then chairman of the Committee 
on the Territories in this House, to show that he 
had at that time areued that the giving this nouce 
properly belonged to the Executive, under the 
powers conferred upon him by the Constitution, 
and that other gentlemen then concurred with him 
who now held that Congress and the President 
were the proper source from which this notice was 
to proceed. ‘The question, then, was merely from 
what quarter the notice should proceed. But was 
there any diserepancy, any conflict as to the main 
question of the propriety of giving this notice ? 


But his colleatue had further gone on to show. 


that the President of the United Siates had, in 
former times, maintamed that our utle was clear 
and unquestionable to the whole of Oregon; aud 
he thought it extraordinary that James WK. Polk 
should now, after taking that ground during the 
last summer, have offered to the British Govern- 
ment to compromise on the parallel of 49 degre es, 
He thinks it a remarkable, a strange inconsistency 
Lle wished, in that connexion, that his colleague 
had told the House and the country what line he 
was for. He should like to have the gentleman 
cive them his position now, if he was in his seat. 
Mr. COCKE rose for the purpose of explana- 
tion. He thought (he said) that our ttle to the 49th 
decree was clear, and believed that all north of that 
line was a fit subject for compromise. He thought 
that his collearue, instead of finding fault with his 
speech, would find a wide field for the employ- 
ment of all his logical powers in reconciling the 
position of his new ally [Mr. Apams] in 1818, 
1824, and 1826, with his present position ; in recon- 
ciling the Baltimore resolutions, assuming our title 
to the whole of Oregon as ** clear and unquestion- 
able,’? with the position of the present Execuuve 
during the last summer, in offering to give away 
one-half of that territory; in reconeiling the po- 
sition of the late chairman of the Committee on 
the Territories, [Mr. A. V. Brown,] denying the 
power of Congress to give this notice, with the 
position of the present friends of the Executive; 
in reconciling an article which appeared in the 
Union a few days since, declaring that the propo- 
sition of Mr. Adams in 1826, which offered the 49th 
degree as a permanent boundary, with the further 
concession of the free navigation of the Columbia 
river, was fair and equitable, with the present 
position of the Executive and the Baltimore reso- 


| lutions. 


Mr. JOHNSON continued. He understood, 


| then, that the gentleman was now willing to com- 


promise on the line of 49°. After the whole tenor 
of his speech had gone to show and to prove to the 


| country that the Executive had involved himself 
| in an inconsistency, he marches up and agrees with 


the President in that which he professed to con- 
sider so great an inconsistency. For his (Mr. J.’s) 
own part, he intended to follow neither the Presi- 


| dent or anybody else in a indirection or depart- 
i 


| ure from the true line of po 


| mocracy, while on the weak 
' came in and supported him. 


cy. But how did the 
President stand? Why, he was sustained in his 
strong position—the line of 54° 40’—by the De- 

ints the Whigs 
Was there ever an 


‘ lions would be imposed upon the country. The | Administration better sustained than this? The Ex- 
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ecutive, in offering the compromise of the line of || 
49°, was supported by the Whigs of ‘Tennessee, 
80 far as they had made an exposé of their opinions. 
But how did the Whigs of Tennessee stand at the 
last session of Congress? Every man of them re- 
carded his vote in favor of giving the notice. He 
should like to know what had changed the position 
of things since that time? Was it not as important 
that the notice should be given now, as it was 
twelve months since? But the general conclusion 
his honorable colleague had come to was, to give 
the notice, but throw around it a little soft sodder— 
a little smooth verbiage; we must puta smirk on 
our countenance, and say to Great Britain, ‘*We 
are not in earnest; we give this notice, but—we will 
be friendly about it.’’ 

But since this question had come up, (Mr. J. 
proceeded to say,) it appeared as if it had been 
made the basis of the formation of new parties in 
the country. He regretted any such attempt ona 
question like this, especially when it was so far in 
advance of the next presidentfal canvass. Why, 
the Old Dominion—God bless her !—that had been 
in the shackles of conservatism for several years 
past, now—when she had freed herself, as they 
had hoped—when Mr. Rives had been deposed 
from office on account of his conservative position 
—when the Old Dominion stood erect, “* redeem- 
ed, revenerated, and disenthralled’’ from the fet- 
ters of conservatism—that her statesmen should 
now return **like a sow that is washed to her wal- 
lowing in the mire,’’ was truly a thing to be de- 
preeated by every friend of her, and by every lover 
of his country. Now, if his information was cor- 
rect, ten to four of her politicians had relapsed 
into the position of conservatism. Now, if Mr. 
Rives was in power, he would undoubtedly stand 
at the head of the representatives from the Old Do- 
minion, leading on their cohorts. But the people 
of the Old Dominion would yet speak for them- 
selves; their voices would be heard from the west- 
ern mountains to the Atlantic coast, proclaiming 
in thunder tones our right to the whole of Oregon 
up to 549 40’. 

Now he asked how the present Administration 
stood on this subject? Before the nomination was 
made, before the Baltimore convention met, Mr. 
Polk wrote a letter from Columbia, Tennessee, un- 
der date of April 23, 1844, which was extensively 
circulated throughout the country, in which he 
savs: 

** Let the fixed policy of our Government be, not to 
‘permit Great Britain, or any other forciga Power, 
‘ to plant a colony, or hold dominion over any portion 
‘ of the people or territory of the United States.”’ 

That convention sat, understanding what were 
Mr. Polk’s views on the subject of Texas and 
Oregon, and they adopted a resolution in these 
words: 

*© Resolved, That our title to the whole of the 
territory of Oregon is clear and unquestionable; 
that no portion of the same ought to be ceded to 
‘Eneland or any other Power; and that the re- 
*‘oeeupation of Oregon, and the reannexation of 
Texas at the earliest practicable period, are great 
American measures, which this convention rec- 
ommends to the ardent support of the Democracy 
* of the Union.” 

Was not the Old Dominion in that convention? 
And did she not adopt that as one of the tenets of 
her political creed? Was not James K. Polk 
nominated for the express purpose of carrying 
these views out? Did not the Old Dominion rally 
around Mr. Polk for the purpose of carrying out 
the principles laid down by the Baltimore conven- 
tion? The country has settled this question; the 
people have pronounced in decisive tones in favor 
of the principles of the Baltimore convention, and 
of the President whom they nominated; and it is 
the duty of Congress to carry out the wishes of 
the people, instead of coming here and drawing 
distinctions so fine that they cannot be seen be- 
tween; questions of ** expediency,’’ and questions 
of principle, and all that sort of thing. The State 
of Virginia went for Mr. Polk, understanding that 
to be his doctrine. He came here, and was in- 
augurated on the 4th of March; and in his inaug- 
ural address, he made the same declaration as was 
made in the Baltimore resolutions, that our title to 
the whole of Oregon is clear and unquestionable; 
and now, when those who were in that conven- 
tion turn round and forsake the principles then 
laid down, they say, ‘* Oh, this is a question of ex- 
pediency, and it is no departure from principle.” 


‘ 


‘ 


‘ 
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Mr. J. passed on to the question of title, and at | make eight States. 
this his time allowed him to give but a hasty | the people came to understand that 


glance. He had no doubt but our title to the whole 
of Oregon was ‘ clear and unquestionable.’’ On 
examining the subject, they found that Spain made 
the first discovery in 1592; that was followed up 
by a discovery in 1775, three years before Great 
Britain’s discovery; and this was followed up by 
landing at the mouth of the Columbia river in 
1792, the year of Captain Gray’s first discovery. 
Then came the exploration of Lewis and Clarke in 
1806; then the settlement of Astoria in 1810; and, 
in 1819, the purchase by this Government of all 
the title Spain had to this Oregon territory—(Great 
sritain stood by and did not dispute that purchase 
being made ;) and, in 1824, the United States trans- 
ferred a portion of this territory to Russia, fixing 
the line of 54° 40’ as the boundary between the 
two Governments. In 1825 Great Britain nego- 
tiated with Russia for a portion of the same terri- 
tory; and now, upon the north of that line, she 
holds absolute possession, derived from Russia, 
which power had derived their title from the United 
States, who had purchased the territory from Spain 
in 1819. Great Britain was thence estopped from 
objecting to our title. She holds the soil on the 
north of that line under the very same claim that 
we hold the south of that line. How, then, does 
Great Britain appear before the country—before 
the civilized world? In anything of a plausible 
position? Could she sustain herself in question- 
ing our title? He was satisfied, from this state of 
the title, to which he had thus made a running 
allusion, that our title to the Oregon territory was 
clear and unquestionable, 

sut what portion of the territory was really in 
dispute? What portion of it that was proposed by 
his honorable colleague to be given away’ Why, 
from 49° to 54° 40’—a territory embracing six 
degrees of latitude, including 216,000 square miles, 
and 138,240,000 acres. A territory large enough 
to make six States as large as the State of Ten- 
This was proposed by his colleague, and 
by others on this floor, and elsewhere, to give up 
to Great Britain, when it was held by the United 
States by precisely the same title that Great Brit- 
ain held north of 54° 40’. 

Mr. COCKE said a word in explanation, and 


nessce,. 


| was still proceeding, when 


Mr. JOHNSON resumed the floor, declining to 
yield it on account of the shortness of his hour. 
~ He was proceeding to say that the territory 
north of 49° and south of 54° 40’ was not the ter- 
ritory in dispute. The country which was the 
real subject of contention was between 49° and 46°. 
There was the touchstone. The number of square 
miles in the territory below 49° and above 46°, was 
10.800, and the number of acres was 69,120,000. 
Putting these together, it made 9°, from 54° 40’ 
to 46°, embracing 324,000 square miles, and 207,- 
000,000 acres—a territory large enough to make 
eight States; and leaving to the United States south 


of 46°, as her share of the whole territory, only 
75,412,000 acres—about one-third as much as the | 
territory of Great Britain, ifshe got all she claimed. | 


Gentlemen proposed to surrender the territory 
north of 49°. It was not the extent of territor 
which Great Britain wanted, but it was that which 
was in a position of utility to her for commercial 
and military purposes. This was the state of the 
case as put forth by Mr. Pakenham in his letter 
to Mr. Calhoun, in September, 1844, in which he 
says: 

**It must be obvious to every impartial investi- 


“ 


- 


of the Columbia, Great Britain is not influenced 
by motives of ambition with reference to extent 
of territory, but by considerations of utility, not to 
say necessity, which cannot be lost sight of, and 
for which allowance ought to be made in an ar- 
rangement professing to be based on considera- 
tions of mutual convenience and advantage.”’ 

Great Britain was not contending for the territo- 
ry north of 49°, but the point at issue was this 
territory between 49° and 46°, embracing the nav- 
igation of the Columbia river. And they heard— 
what? Individuals in the country prepared to sur- 
render the territory of Oregon down to 46°! The 


. 


- 


- 


. 


- 


talk of ‘‘surrendering”’ the north of 49° was idle | 
So far as he was concerned, he | 


and fallacious. 
was for the whole of Oregon up to 54° 40’, and for 


enough on the other side to deaden the timber on || 2 
| struck dead by a blow hurled by the concentrat 


beyond, that we may know where the line is. 
He was not for surrendering enough territory to 


Jan. 3]. 


And when the great mass of 


it was pro. 
posed to surrender enough of our sovereion do. 
| main to make eight States, which may, if we pre 


serve our own rights, be hereafter added to the 


galaxy of the States which already compose the 


nion, they will veto the man so degenerate—cp 
far fallen from the spirit which animated our glo, 
rious sires of the Revolution—as to give any comm, 
tenance to so base, so ignoble a surrender of ou, 
own territory. The country would never submit 
to it; they would never stand by an Executive or 
anybody else, who should dare to make the mar. 
render. 

But the question comes up, ‘ Suppose Great 
Britain now makes us the tender of the line of 49. 
are you not in favor of the President acceding to 
that proposition? He (Mr. J.) spoke only for 
himself: Not one inch would he surrender up to 
54° 40’. It was ours. And the next negotiation 
proposed on the subject, if the British Govern. 
ment denied our just claims, let it be at the point 


_ of the bayonet; and the next convention—let it be 
| written by the point of the sword, and written jy 


| blood. 


He was for the whole of the country. Let 
Great Britain get off eight States on the North, and 
if she had succeeded in getting a portion of the 
South, with her fleets on the high seas, this coun- 


| try would be encircled by her power as within the 
| folds of a great boa constrictor, who would crush 
| us whenever she saw fit. 


We were told in the last Presidential contest 
that Texas and Oregon were twins; and he had 


| gone for Texas with all the powers which he could 


bring to bear upon it. This glorious consumma- 
tion had now tak- . place, and Texas was annexed 


| to our Republic, and was now a sister State in this 


_ confederacy. 


y- Was there any gentleman who had 
witnessed it, who had forgotten the scene that 
transpired in the Senate one short year since? He 
remembered well the intense anxiety which per- 


| vaded that body, and which was felt by the im- 


|| mense throng of spectators who attended upon the 


final decision of that question in that body. He 
wasthere. He remembered seeing Senators coming 
in and taking their seats. He recollected the bril- 


| lianey and the magnificence with which that chan- 
| delier shed forth its light on that scene of most in- 


tense interest; and it almost seemed to him that the 


| American eagle over the President’s chair, although 


inanimate, appeared to participate in the thrilling 
emotions which pervaded the whole chamber, and 
to look more interesting than ever before. The 
lobbies were filled with hoary age, with venerable 
and matured experience, with youth and beauty, 
with talent and eloquence—with all that tends to 
make an assemblage lovely and imposing, whea 
that question was brought up for final action, He 
remembered well when the yeas and nays were 


| being called on the final passage of the resolution; 
| the intense anxiety and the breathless silence with 


which the announcement of the final result was 
waited for. And just at this memorable crisis, he 
thought he heard Texas knocking at the door for 
admission; and in the midst of this thrillingly in- 


| teresting scene, the door was thrown open, and 
| there stood Texas, leaning on her victorious sword; 
_ there stood Texas, with garments dyed in blood, 
| bearing aloft the lone star which had waved in 


gator of the subject, that, in adhering to the line | 


| 


|, an assumption of $200,000,000 of 


triumph at the battle of San Jacinto—asking to be 
admitted and to be placed side by side with the 
glorious stripes and stars which had,been borne in 
triumph through the bloody scenes of our own 
Revolution. . There she stood, her presence re-call- 
ing the history of the cold-blooded murder of Fan- 
nin, the massacre at the Alamo, and the victory 
of San Jacinto. Yes; the union was about to be 
consummated. Texas was about to be annexed 
to our confederacy; but at’ this interesting period, 
| there was an objector. I will describe the elements 
of his composition, and you can infer who he was: 
his head was the United States bank; -his arms, & 
latitadinous construction of the Constitution; his 
_ heart and stomach, the distribution of the proceeds 
of the public lands; his backbone and spine, 4 
tariff for protection; his huge and ponderous legs, 
he debts of the 
| States; his long, dirty, greasy tail, the retrospec- 
tive feature of the bankrupt law. 
This monster, clashing his iron fangs and shaking 
| his direful crest, rose and objected to the union that 
was about taking place. But the monster was 


| power of the people, and the marriage union was 








